
MemorandumMemorandumMemorandumMemorandum    

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 

AGENDAS 

Monday, June 15, 2015 

6:00 pm – Electric Committee and Board of Public Affairs 

I. Approval of Minutes – the minutes from the May 11, 2015 meeting are enclosed 

II. Review/Approval of Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor for June – the billing 

determinants for June are attached. 

III. Electric Department Report 

IV. Discussion Regarding AMP Gas Generators – someone from AMP will be at the meeting to 

talk about the gas generators 

7:00 pm - City Council in Joint Session with the Water/Sewer Committee  

C. SWEARING IN OF FIREFIGHTERS 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  The Special Meeting and Regular Meeting minutes from June 1, 2015 are enclosed. 

H. INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS  

  1. Resolution No. 031-15 a Resolution of Necessity regarding Roundhouse Road 

I. SECOND READINGS OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

J. THIRD READINGS OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION 

1. ORDINANCE NO. 029-15 an Ordinance Amending Various Section of the Rules and 

Regulations of City Council for the City of Napoleon 

2. ORDINANCE NO. 030-15 an Ordinance Amending Section 12.3 of the Employment Policy 

Manual of the City of Napoleon to Specify the Calculated Mileage Reimbursement and to 

Amend how Meals are Reimbursed 

K.   GOOD OF THE CITY (Discussion/Action) 

1. Recommendation to Approve June Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor 

2. Approval of United Way Donation for Safety City: $850.00 

To:To:To:To:         Mayor & Members of Council 

From:From:From:From:      Monica Irelan, City Manager 

SubjectSubjectSubjectSubject::::        General Information 

Date:Date:Date:Date:      June 12, 2015 



3. Approval of PC 15-02 Conditional Use Permit 2950 Enterprise Avenue – a copy of the 

documents presented to the Planning Commission are enclosed. 

4. Water Treatment Plant Update by the City Manager 

5. Review of City Water and Sewer Rules 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

1. Enclosed is a copy of Greg’s letter that was sent to the Henry County Republican Party on the 

Council Vacancy as of June 30, 2015 

2. CANCELLATIONS 

a. Parks & Rec Committee Meeting 

b. Healthcare Cost Committee Meeting 

3. AMP WEEKLY UPDATE/JUNE 5, 2015 

4. AMP Informational Brochure:  Hydropower:  Building for the Future 

5. Public Power Connections/Summer Edition 2015 

6. OML Legislative Bulletin/June 5, 2015 

 

 

 

 

MI:rd 
 

Records Retention - CM-11 - 2 Years 

 

 
 



Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 1 2 3 4

6:00 PM Personnel Committee 

Mtg.

6:55 PM 2016 Tax Budget 

Public Hearing

7:00 PM City COUNCIL 

Meeting

7:00 PM Rally in the Alley

4:00 PM Records Commission 

Mtg.

5:00 PM Planning Commission

8:00 PM Personnel Comm. Greg Heath - Out Greg Heath - Out

6:00 PM ELECTRIC 

Committee

Board of Public Affairs (BOPA)

Mtg.

7:00 PM CITY COUNCIL 

Meeting in Joint Session with

Water/Sewer Committee

6:30 PM FINANCE & 

BUDGET Committee Meeting

7:30 PM SAFETY & HUMAN 

RESOURCES Committee 
Meeting

6:30 PM Parks & Rec Board 

Meeting

6:00 PM Henry County 

RIBFEST

 5th Monday/No Scheduled Meetings HOLIDAY - Closed - July 4th Holiday

May 2015
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

...............................

...............................

...............................

...............................

...............................

June 2015
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

...............................

...............................

...............................

...............................

...............................

July 2015
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

...............................

...............................

...............................

...............................

...............................

 Monthly Calendar CouncilCalendar June 1 - 30, 2015 

© 2015 Lotus Development Corp. Page 1 6/12/2015 at 1:08 PM 



 

 

City of Napoleon, Ohio 
 

Electric Committee 
 

LOCATION:  City Hall Offices, 255 West Riverview Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio  
 

 

Special Meeting Agenda 

 

Monday, June 15, 2015 at 6:00pm 
 
 I.        Approval of Minutes (In the absence of  any objections or corrections, the Minutes shall stand      

             approved) 

 

II.       Review/Approval of the Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor for June:             
               PSCAF three (3) month averaged factor:  -$0.00051 

           JV2:  $0.043314 

           JV5:  $0.043314 

  

III.      Electric Department Report 

 

IV.     Discussion regarding AMP Gas Generators 

 

 V.     Any other matters currently assigned to the Committee 

 

VI.     Adjournment 

                                                               

 

                                                                                                       

 

 

    ______________________________________________ 

    Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 
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City of Napoleon, Ohio 

Electric Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
Monday, May 11, 2015 at 6:30pm 

 
                 PRESENT  

Members Travis Sheaffer – Chair, John Helberg, Jason Maassel 

Board of Public Affairs 

City Staff 

               

 

 

 

 

Recorder 

Others 

Keith Engler – Chair, Mike DeWit, Dr. David Cordes 

Monica S. Irelan, City Manager 

Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 

Trevor M. Hayberger, Law Director 

Dennis Clapp, Electric Superintendent 

Chad Lulfs, Director of Operations 

Scott Hoover, Water Treatment Plant Superintendent 

Tammy Fein 

News Media; John Courtney and John Wiesing, Courtney & Associates; 

Frank Godwin, Village of Liberty Center; Nick Rettig, Henry County 

Water/Sewer 

                  ABSENT Jeffrey Marihugh 

 

Call To Order Chairman Engler called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 

Chairman Sheaffer called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 

 

Approval Of Minutes 

 

The April 13 meeting minutes stand approved as presented with no 

objections or corrections. 

 

Review Of Power Supply Cost 

Adjustment Factor  

 

The electric Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor for May was presented 

for review. DeWit believes this is the first credit that has been received 

since June 2013; Heath reminded the Committee that this structure was 

implemented in January and the previous credit set up the history for the 

Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor (PSCAF) three (3) month rolling 

average.  DeWit asked if this figure was ever calculated as to how it 

affects the average billed customer; Heath stated this information is 

included in the packet.  DeWit believes that the monetary amount that the 

PSCAF represents should be listed to demonstrate that other factors 

including cold temperatures can increase the consumer’s bill, adding that 

the increase due to the PSCAF is minimal.  Heath stated that this is the last 

month that the AMP credit will be listed; next month the Fund will start 

paying itself back. 

 

BOPA Motion To Recommend 

Approval Of Power Supply Cost 

Adjustment Factor  

 

 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea- 3 

    Nay- 0 

Motion:     DeWit                      Second:      Cordes 

To recommend approval of Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor for May 

2015 as follows:  

Three (3) month averaged factor:   -$0.00148 

JV2:                                                  $0.053406 

JV5:                                                  $0.053406 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Cordes, DeWit, Engler 

Nay- 
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Motion To Accept BOPA 

Recommendation For Approval 

Of Power Supply Cost 

Adjustment Factor 

 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea- 3 

    Nay- 0 

Motion:    Maassel                       Second:    Helberg 

To accept the BOPA recommendation for approval of Power Supply Cost 

Adjustment Factor for May 2015 as follows:  

Three (3) month averaged factor:   -$0.00148 

JV2:                                                  $0.053406 

JV5:                                                  $0.053406 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Maassel, Helberg, Sheaffer  

Nay- 

 

Electric Department Report Clapp gave the Electric Department Report.  Cordes asked if the broken 

wire listed was an older copper wire or a newer copper and steel mix wire; 

Clapp replied that it was the copper and steel mix wire that was flexed too 

often from the wind and snapped. 

 

Any Other Matters To Come 

Before The Board 

 

BOPA Motion To Adjourn 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea- 3 

    Nay- 0 

 

Any Other Matters To Come 

Before The Committee 

 

Electric Motion To Adjourn 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea- 3 

    Nay- 0 

None 

 

 

Motion:       DeWit                          Second:      Cordes 

To adjourn the BOPA meeting at 6:46pm 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Cordes, DeWit, Engler 

Nay- 

 

None 

 

 

Motion:  Maassel                               Second:        Helberg 

To adjourn the Electric Committee meeting at 6:46pm 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Maassel, Helberg, Sheaffer 

Nay- 

 

  

 

 

________________________ 

Date 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

Travis Sheaffer, Chair 

 

































 

 

City of Napoleon, Ohio 
 

Board of Public Affairs (BOPA) 
 

LOCATION:  City Hall Offices, 255 West Riverview Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio  
 

 

Special Meeting Agenda 

 

Monday, June 15, 2015 at 6:00pm 
 
I.     Approval of Minutes (In the absence of  any objections or corrections, the Minutes shall stand  

        approved) 

 
II.     Review/Approval of the Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor for June:             
            PSCAF three (3) month averaged factor:  -$0.00051 

         JV2:  $0.043314 

         JV5:  $0.043314 

 

III.    Electric Department Report 

 

IV.      Discussion regarding AMP Gas Generators  

 

 V.    Any other matters to come before the Board 

 

VI.    Adjournment 

                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

    ______________________________________________ 

   Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 
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City of Napoleon, Ohio 
Board of Public Affairs 

Meeting Minutes 
Monday, May 11, 2015 at 6:30pm 

 
                 PRESENT  

Members Keith Engler – Chair, Mike DeWit, Dr. David Cordes 
Electric Committee 
City Staff 

               
 

 
 
 

Recorder 
Others 

Travis Sheaffer – Chair, John Helberg, Jason Maassel 
Monica S. Irelan, City Manager 
Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 
Trevor M. Hayberger, Law Director 
Dennis Clapp, Electric Superintendent 
Chad Lulfs, Director of Operations 
Scott Hoover, Water Treatment Plant Superintendent 
Tammy Fein 
News Media; John Courtney and John Wiesing, Courtney & Associates; 
Frank Godwin, Village of Liberty Center; Nick Rettig, Henry County 
Water/Sewer 

                  ABSENT Jeffrey Marihugh 
 

Call To Order Chairman Engler called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 
Chairman Sheaffer called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 
 

Approval Of Minutes 
 

The April 13 meeting minutes stand approved as presented with no 
objections or corrections. 
 

Review Of Power Supply Cost 
Adjustment Factor  

 

The electric Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor for May was presented 
for review. DeWit believes this is the first credit that has been received 
since June 2013; Heath reminded the Committee that this structure was 
implemented in January and the previous credit set up the history for the 
Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor (PSCAF) three (3) month rolling 
average.  DeWit asked if this figure was ever calculated as to how it affects 
the average billed customer; Heath stated this information is included in 
the packet.  DeWit believes that the monetary amount that the PSCAF 
represents should be listed to demonstrate that other factors including cold 
temperatures can increase the consumer’s bill, adding that the increase due 
to the PSCAF is minimal.  Heath stated that this is the last month that the 
AMP credit will be listed; next month the Fund will start paying itself back. 
 

BOPA Motion To Recommend 
Approval Of Power Supply 
Cost Adjustment Factor  

 
 

 
 
    Passed 

    Yea- 3 
    Nay- 0 

Motion:     DeWit                      Second:      Cordes 
To recommend approval of Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor for 
May 2015 as follows:  
Three (3) month averaged factor:   -$0.00148 
JV2:                                                  $0.053406 
JV5:                                                  $0.053406 
 
Roll call vote on above motion: 
Yea- Cordes, DeWit, Engler 
Nay- 
 

Motion To Accept BOPA Motion:    Maassel                       Second:    Helberg 
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Recommendation For 
Approval Of Power Supply 

Cost Adjustment Factor 
 
 

 
    Passed 
    Yea- 3 

    Nay- 0 

To accept the BOPA recommendation for approval of Power Supply Cost 
Adjustment Factor for May 2015 as follows:  
Three (3) month averaged factor:   -$0.00148 
JV2:                                                  $0.053406 
JV5:                                                  $0.053406 
 
Roll call vote on above motion: 
Yea- Maassel, Helberg, Sheaffer  
Nay- 
 

Electric Department Report Clapp gave the Electric Department Report.  Cordes asked if the broken 
wire listed was an older copper wire or a newer copper and steel mix wire; 
Clapp replied that it was the copper and steel mix wire that was flexed too 
often from the wind and snapped. 
 

Any Other Matters To Come 
Before The Board 

 
BOPA Motion To Adjourn 

 
 
    Passed 

    Yea- 3 
    Nay- 0 
 

Any Other Matters To Come 
Before The Committee 
 

Electric Motion To Adjourn 
 
 

    Passed 
    Yea- 3 
    Nay- 0 

None 
 
 
Motion:       DeWit                          Second:      Cordes 
To adjourn the BOPA meeting at 6:46pm 
 
Roll call vote on above motion: 
Yea- Cordes, DeWit, Engler 
Nay- 
 
None 
 
 
Motion:  Maassel                               Second:        Helberg 
To adjourn the Electric Committee meeting at 6:46pm 
 
Roll call vote on above motion: 
Yea- Maassel, Helberg, Sheaffer 
Nay- 
 

  
 
 

________________________ 
Date 

 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
Keith Engler, Chair 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Agenda 
                                                            Monday, June 15, 2015 at 7:00pm   

 

A.  Attendance (Noted by the Clerk) 

B.  Prayer & Pledge of Allegiance 

C.  Swearing In of Firefighters: 
 1.  Tobias Westhoven – Firefighter/Paramedic 

 2.  David Bowen – Firefighter/Paramedic 

 3.  Joel Frey- Captain 

D.  Approval of Minutes:  June 1 (In the absence of any objections or corrections, the minutes shall stand approved.) 

E.  Citizen Communication 

F.  Reports from Council Committees 

1.  Parks & Recreation Committee did not meet on Monday, June 15 due to lack of agenda items.  

 2. Electric Committee (Majority Report) met on Monday, June 15 and recommended: 

   a.  Approval of June Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor 

   b.  Review of AMP Gas Generators 

 3.  Personnel Committee met on Wednesday, June 10 in Executive Session to discuss: 

   a.  Employment of Personnel 

4.  Municipal Properties, Buildings, Land Use & Economic Development Committee did not meet on  

            Monday, June 8 at the direction of the Chair. 

G.  Reports from Other Committees, Commissions and Boards (Informational Only-Not Read) 

       1.  Board of Public Affairs met on June 15 with the following agenda items: 

 a.  Review of Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor 

 b.  Electric Department Report 

 c.  Discussion regarding AMP Gas Generators 

       2.  Tree Commission did not meet on June 15 due to lack of agenda items.   

       3.  Board of Zoning Appeals did not meet on June 9 due to lack of agenda items. 

       4.  Records Commission met on June 9 with the following agenda items: 

 a.  Review of Records Retention Schedules 

       5.  Planning Commission met on June 9 with the following agenda items: 

 a.  PC 15-02  2950 Enterprise Avenue Conditional Use 

H.  Introduction of New Ordinances and Resolutions  

    1.  Resolution No. 031-15, a Resolution of Necessity regarding Roundhouse Road 

 I.  Second Readings of Ordinances and Resolutions 
  There are no Second Readings of Ordinances and Resolutions  

J.  Third Readings of Ordinances and Resolutions 
 1.  Ordinance No. 029-15, an Ordinance amending various sections of the Rules and Regulations of City Council for  

   the City of Napoleon 

 2.  Ordinance No. 030-15, an Ordinance amending Section 12.3 of the Employment Policy Manual of the City of  

  Napoleon to specify the calculated mileage reimbursement and to amend how meals are reimbursed 

K.  Good of the City Any other business as may properly come before Council, including but not limited to: 

      1.  Discussion/Action:  Recommendation to approve June Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor as follows: 

   PSCAF three (3) month averaged factor:  -$0.00051 

            JV2:  $0.043314 

            JV5:  $0.043314 

      2.  Discussion/Action:  Approval of United Way donation for Safety City:  $850 

      3.  Discussion/Action:  Approval of PC 15-02 Conditional Use Permit 2950 Enterprise Avenue 

      4.  Discussion/Action:  Water Treatment Plant Update by the City Manager 

      5.  Discussion/Action:  Review of City Water and Sewer Rules 

City of Napoleon, Ohio 

 City Council 
in Joint Session with 

Water, Sewer, Refuse, Recycling & Litter Committee 
LOCATION:  City Hall Offices, 255 West Riverview Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio  



 

 

 

L.   Executive Session:  Employment of Personnel 
 

 

M.  Approve Payment of Bills and Approve Financial Reports (In the absence of any objections or corrections, the   

       payment of bills and financial reports shall stand approved.)           
N.  Adjournment    

        

______________________________________________ 

             Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 



 

 

 

A.   Items Referred or Pending in Committees of Council 

1.   Technology & Communication Committee (1
st
 Monday) 

(Next Regular Meeting: Monday, July 6 @ 6:15 pm) 

2.   Electric Committee (2
nd

 Monday) 

(Next Regular Meeting: Monday, July 13 @ 6:30 pm) 
a.   Review of Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor 

b.   Electric Department Report 

3.   Water, Sewer, Refuse, Recycling & Litter Committee (2
nd

 Monday) 
(Next Regular Meeting: Monday, July 13 @ 7:00 pm)  

      4. Municipal Properties, Buildings, Land Use & Economic Development Committee (2
nd

 Monday)           
             (Next Regular Meeting: Monday, July 13 @ 7:30 pm) 
           a.  Assessment Review (Tabled) 

b.  Updated  Info from Staff on Economic Development (as needed) 

5. Parks & Recreation Committee (3
rd

 Monday)  
(Next Regular Meeting: Monday, July 20 @ 6:15 pm)   

6. Finance & Budget Committee (4
th

 Monday) 
(Next Regular Meeting: Monday, June 22 @ 6:30 pm) 

7.   Safety & Human Resources Committee (4
th

 Monday)  
       (Next Meeting: Monday, June 22 @ 7:30 pm)  
  2015 Regular Meetings with Townships scheduled for February and November 

8. Personnel Committee (As needed) 

B. Items Referred or Pending In Other City Committees, Commissions & Boards 

1. Board of Public Affairs (2
nd

 Monday)  
 (Next Regular Meeting: Monday, July 13 @ 6:30 pm) 

 a.  Review of Power Supply Cost Adjustment Factor 

 b.  Electric Department Report 

2. Board of Zoning Appeals (2
nd

 Tuesday)  
      (Next Regular Meeting: Tuesday, July 14 @ 4:30 pm) 

3. Planning Commission (2
nd

 Tuesday) 

      (Next Regular Meeting: Tuesday, July 14 @ 5:00 pm) 

4.    Tree Commission (3
rd

 Monday) 

        (Next Regular Meeting: Monday, July 20 @ 6:00 pm)  

5. Civil Service Commission (4
th

 Tuesday) 
       (Next Regular Meeting: Tuesday, June 23 @ 4:30 pm) 

6. Parks & Recreation Board (Last Wednesday) 
       (Next Regular Meeting: Wednesday, June 24 @ 6:30 pm) 

       7.    Privacy Committee (2nd Tuesday in May & November) 
   (Next Regular Meeting: Tuesday, November 10 @ 10:30 am) 

       8. Records Commission (2
nd

 Tuesday in June & December) 

  (Next Regular Meeting: Tuesday, December 8 @ 4:00 pm) 

 9.  Housing Council (1
st
 Monday of the month after the TIRC meeting) 

      10.  Health Care Cost Committee (As needed)  

      11.  Preservation Commission (As needed)  

      12.  Infrastructure/Economic Development Fund Review Committee (As needed) 

      13.  Tax Incentive Review Council (As needed) 

    14.  Volunteer Firefighters’ Dependents Fund Board (As needed) 

      15.  Lodge Tax Advisory & Control Board (As needed) 

      16.  Board of Building Appeals (As needed) 

 17.   ADA Compliance Board (As needed) 

 18.   NCTV Advisory Board (As needed) 
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City of Napoleon, Ohio 

City Council 
Special Meeting Minutes - Public Hearing 

 

Monday, June 1, 2015 at 6:55pm 
 

          PRESENT 

Council Members 

 

Travis Sheaffer - President, Jason Maassel – President Pro Tem, John Helberg, 

Jeffrey Marihugh, Chris Ridley, Jeff Comadoll, Heather Wilson 

Mayor Ronald A. Behm 

City Manager Monica S. Irelan 

Law Director Trevor M. Hayberger 

Finance Director/Clerk Of 

Council 

Gregory J. Heath 

Recorder Tammy Fein 

City Staff Robert Weitzel, Police Chief 

Jeff Rathge, Operations Superintendent 

Chad Lulfs, Director of Public Works 

Clayton O’Brien, Fire Chief 

Bobby Stites, Assistant MIS Administrator 

Others News Media; NCTV; Mike DeWit 

         ABSENT 

 

 

 

Call To Order 

 

President Sheaffer called the Public Hearing to order at 6:55pm.  

2015 Tax Budget President Sheaffer reported that the hearing is to review the proposed 2016 Tax 

Budget and inside ten (10) mill levy rates allocated to the City. 

 

Heath distributed the 2016 Tax Budget, Schedules A and B memo; see attached. 

 

Heath stated that this Public Hearing  is a requirement of the ORC, with the 2016 

Tax Budget attached to Ordinance No. 026-15 which will be in its Third Reading 

at tonight’s Council meeting.  Heath reported that in the past the Tax Budget was 

used for the purpose of determining the undivided local government funds; 

explaining the origin of the Tax Budget and it’s various subdivisions within the 

county.  Heath stated that it now reflects the certification of the inside ten (10) 

millage rates, and the City’s inside rate is 2.9 mills; Heath listed the mills and 

stated the total estimated evaluation is approximately $140,680,550 which is 

down by approximately $4 million dollars from last year in terms of valuation, 

which the Auditor’s Office has stated is primarily on the Residential side. 

 

Public Comment President Sheaffer asked if anyone in the audience wished to give public 

comment; no response. 

 

Motion To Close Hearing 

 

 

   Passed 

   Yea-  

   Nay-  

Motion:       Ridley                             Second:    Comadoll 

To close the public hearing at 6:58pm 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Maassel, Sheaffer, Helberg, Marihugh, Comadoll, Wilson, Ridley 

Nay- 
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Date Approved: _________________________________________________________________ 

Travis B. Sheaffer, Council President 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Ronald A. Behm, Mayor 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 
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City of Napoleon, Ohio 

City Council 

Meeting Minutes 

Monday, June 1, 2015 at 7:00pm 
 

   PRESENT          

Council 

 

Travis Sheaffer – President, Jason Maassel – President Pro Tem, Jeff 

Comadoll, John Helberg, Jeffrey Marihugh, Christopher Ridley, Heather 

Wilson 

Mayor Ronald A. Behm 

City Manager 

Law Director 

Finance Director/Clerk Of 

Council 

Monica S. Irelan 

Trevor M. Hayberger 

Gregory J. Heath 

Recorder Tammy Fein 

City Staff Chad Lulfs, Director of Public Works 

Clayton O’Brien, Fire Chief 

Jeff Rathge, Operations Superintendent 

Bobby Stites, Assistant MIS Administrator 

Robert Weitzel, Police Chief 

Others News Media; NCTV; Mike DeWit 

 ABSENT    

Council 

City Staff 

           

 

 

 

Call To Order 

 

President Sheaffer called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the Lord’s 

Prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Approval Of Minutes  

 

Minutes of the May 11 and May 18 Council meetings stand approved with no 

objections or corrections. 

 

Citizen Communication 

 

None 

 

Committee Reports 

 

The Technology & Communication Committee did not meet tonight due to 

lack of agenda items. 

 

The Finance & Budget Committee did not meet on Tuesday, May 26 due to 

lack of agenda items. 

 

The Safety and Human Resources Committee did not meet on Tuesday, May 

26 due to lack of agenda items. 

 

Chairman Sheaffer reported that the Personnel Committee met on Thursday, 

May 28; Friday, May 29 and June 1 to discuss the review of personnel matters 

in Executive Session, and no action was taken. 

 

Introduction Of Resolution 

No. 031-15 

 

Sheaffer Moved The Agenda 

 

Hayberger reported that Resolution No. 031-15 is not ready at this time. 

 

 

Sheaffer moved the Agenda; no objections. 

 

Second Read Of Ordinance 

No. 029-15 

 

President Sheaffer read by title Ordinance No. 029-15, an Ordinance amending 

various sections of the Rules and Regulations of City Council for the City of 

Napoleon 
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   Motion To Approve  

   Second Read     

 

   Discussion  

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea- 7 

    Nay- 0 

 

Motion:      Maassel                              Second:     Wilson  

To approve Second Read of Ordinance No. 029-15 

 

Hayberger reported that there are no changes to the Ordinance since the First 

Read. 

 

Roll call vote to approve Second Read of Ordinance No. 029-15 

Yea- Maassel, Sheaffer, Helberg, Marihugh, Comadoll, Wilson, Ridley 

Nay- 

 

Second Read Of Ordinance 

No. 030-15 

 

 

 

   Motion To Approve  

   Second Read     

 

   Discussion   

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea- 7 

    Nay- 0 

 

President Sheaffer read by title Ordinance No. 030-15, an Ordinance amending 

Section 12.3 of the Employment Policy Manual of the City of Napoleon to 

specify the calculated mileage reimbursement and to amend how meals are 

reimbursed    

 

Motion:      Ridley                              Second:     Maassel 

To approve Second Read of Ordinance No. 030-15  

 

Hayberger reported that there are no changes to the Ordinance since the First 

Read. 

 

Roll call vote to approve Second Read of Ordinance No. 030-15  

Yea- Maassel, Sheaffer, Helberg, Marihugh, Comadoll, Wilson, Ridley 

Nay- 

 

Third Read Of Resolution 

No. 026-15 

 

 

 

    Motion To Pass         

    On Third Read     

 

    Discussion  

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea- 7 

    Nay- 0 

 

President Sheaffer read by title Resolution No. 026-15, a Resolution adopting 

the 2016 Tax Budget for the City of Napoleon, Ohio, as required in Section 

5705.28 of the ORC and directing the Finance Director to file the same with 

the County Auditor  
 

Motion:     Comadoll                               Second:    Ridley 

To pass Resolution No. 026-15 on Third Read 

 

Heath stated this Resolution was the purpose of the earlier Public Hearing, 

adding that there are no changes to the Resolution since the Second Read. 

 

Roll call vote to pass Resolution No. 026-15 on Third Read 

Yea- Maassel, Sheaffer, Helberg, Marihugh, Comadoll, Wilson, Ridley 

Nay- 

 

GOOD OF THE CITY 

          Discussion/Action 

Award Of 2015 

Miscellaneous Street 

Improvements Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Irelan reported that the bids for the 2015 Miscellaneous Street Improvements 

Project were read on Wednesday, May 27, with one (1) bid being submitted 

from Gerken Asphalt Paving, Inc. with a base bid total of $175,577.35.  Irelan 

reported that the published Engineer’s estimate for this project is $200,000 and 

the project consists of resurfacing Independence Drive from Industrial Avenue 

to Enterprise Avenue, and Daggett Drive from Huddle Road to West Maumee 

Avenue, including the following alternates; Fairview Drive from West 

Maumee Avenue to the dead end in the amount of $59,043.35; patch on 

Commerce Drive near East Riverview Avenue in the amount of $4,594.25; and 

patch on Enterprise Drive near American Road in the amount of $4,828.70.  

Irelan recommended that Council award the 2015 Miscellaneous Street 

Improvements Project contract, including all alternates, to Gerken Asphalt 
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   Motion To Award The  

   2015 Miscellaneous Street  

   Improvements Project  

   Contract To Gerken  

   Asphalt Paving, Inc.:   

   $244,043.65 
 

    Passed 

    Yea- 6 

    Nay- 0 

   Abstain- 1 

 

Paving, Inc. in the amount of $244,043.65; adding that the additional required 

funding of $44,043.65 can be allocated from the estimated unused portion of 

the new salt shed totaling approximately $150,000.  

 

Motion:     Ridley                     Second:         Comadoll 

To award the 2015 Miscellaneous Street Improvements Project Contract to 

Gerken Asphalt Paving, Inc. in the amount of $244,043.65 

 

 

 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Maassel, Sheaffer, Marihugh, Comadoll, Wilson, Ridley 

Nay- 

Abstain- Helberg 

 

Award Of 2015 Street 

Striping Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Motion To Award 2015  

   Street Striping Contract  

   To Zimmerman Paint  

   Contractors Co.:  

   $88,019.83 
 

    Passed 

    Yea- 7 

    Nay- 0 

 

Irelan reported that the bids for the 2015 Street Striping Project were read on 

Wednesday, May 27, with two (2) bids being submitted by Zimmerman Paint 

Contractors Co. in the amount of $88,019.83; and A&A Safety, Inc. in the 

amount of $129,019.18.  Irelan reported that the Engineer’s estimate for this 

project is $100,000; adding that the project consists of restriping City streets 

and parking lots.  Irelan recommended that Council award the 2015 Street 

Striping contract to Zimmerman Paint Contractors Co. in the amount of 

$88,019.83.   Maassel asked the maximum variance regarding a contract bid; 

Irelan reported that the maximum variance for bids is generally ten percent 

(10%), however the maximum variance for this bid is twenty percent (20%) 

over the published amount; Lulfs added that the bid from A&A Safety was not 

considered due to the overage in the bid amount; Hayberger added that the 

A&A Safety bid packet had items missing that were required to be included at 

the bid opening. 

 

Motion:     Marihugh                     Second:    Comadoll 

To award the 2015 Street Striping contract to Zimmerman Paint Contractors 

Co. in the amount of $88,019.83 

 

 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Maassel, Sheaffer, Helberg, Marihugh, Comadoll, Wilson, Ridley  

Nay- 

 

Approval Of Plans, 

Specifications, 

Documentation And 

Contracts For NewTruck 

For The Operations 

Department 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Irelan reported that as part of the approved 2015 Final Budget, the pickup 

truck used by the Operations Superintendent was budgeted for replacement; 

the budget for this item is $26,900 and divided among the following accounts: 

Capital Improvement Fund          20%          $5,380.00; 

Water Revenue Fund                   20%           $5,380.00; 

Sewer Revenue Fund                   20%           $5,380.00; 

Sewer Revenue Fund                   10%           $2,690.00; and 

Sanitation Revenue Fund             30%           $8,070.00. 

 

Irelan reported that there is a 2015 Ford XL four wheel drive, four (4) door 

truck available off State contract for $27,400.78; adding that this cost exceeds 

the budgeted amount.  Irelan reported that the City’s head mechanic has 

concerns with this vehicle; past experience with aluminum panels shows that 
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Approval Of Plans, 

Specifications, 

Documentation And 

Contracts For NewTruck 

For The Operations 

Department 

(Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Motion To Approve  

   The Plans, Specifications,  

   Documentation And  

   Contracts For New Truck  

   For The Operations  

   Department 
 

    Passed 

    Yea- 5 

    Nay- 2 

 

the paint peels off within a few years; another concern raised is the location of 

the nearest Ford dealership being in Archbold; any warranty work or parts 

necessary would require a trip to Archbold which is currently approximately 

one (1) hour roundtrip, causing long term cost concerns.  Irelan submitted 

specifications and requested approval to put the truck out for bid.  Marihugh 

asked why the specifications were not included in the Council packet; Irelan 

stated there is always a copy to be viewed at City Hall; Marihugh requested the 

specifications for vehicles be included in the packet.  Marihugh asked why a 

four (4) door pickup is required; Irelan replied that this vehicle is used as a 

backup to transport the trustees from CCNO as necessary.  Marihugh stated 

that he visited the cooperative purchasing website and found a half ton, four 

wheel drive extended cab pickup truck for $25,085.28, and a three quarter ton 

extended cab pickup truck for $26,476, both quotes being for two (2) door 

pickup trucks.  Irelan stated that the Public Works Department presented an 

expenditure during the budget discussions for a new half ton, four wheel drive, 

four (4) door, shortbed pickup truck to be used as the backup transport for the 

trustees when necessary along with carrying the mosquito sprayer; the four (4) 

door vehicle is important to allow for the transport of the trustees.  Maassel 

asked how often the vehicle was used for that purpose; Rathge stated the truck 

was used for approximately six (6) weeks, both in the morning and the 

afternoon for transport.  Behm asked if the bid would be opened locally; Irelan 

stated that parameters cannot be set however local dealers should bid, and any 

amount over the budgeted amount would be brought before Council for 

approval.  Irelan requested Council approval of the specifications, plans 

documentation and contracts regarding the new truck for the Operations 

Department, including having four (4) doors on the vehicle; Irelan reminded 

Council that the trustees allow the City to run the refuse and recycling service 

and she believes without them the service would not be offered by the City; 

Marihugh disagreed, stating that the City has run the service for years without 

the trustees.  

 

Motion:     Ridley                    Second:       Wilson 

To approve the plans, specifications, documentation and contracts for the new 

truck for the Operations Department 

 

 

 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Maassel, Sheaffer, Helberg, Wilson, Ridley 

Nay-Marihugh, Comadoll  

 

Good Of The City (Cont.) 

Sheaffer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheaffer moved the Electric Committee meeting from Monday, June 8 at 

6:30pm to Monday, June 15 at 6:00pm, adding that the BOPA meeting will 

move to that time as well. 

 

Sheaffer stated that the Water, Sewer, Refuse, Recycling & Litter Committee 

meeting will move from Monday, June 8 at 7:00pm to a joint session with 

Council on Monday, June 15 at 7:00pm.  

 

Sheaffer received and read into public record a letter from Heather Wilson 

resigning from Council as of Tuesday, June 30, 2015; see attached. 
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   Motion To Accept Wilson’s  

   Resignation From Council 

 

   Passed 

   Yea- 7 

   Nay- 0 

 

 

 

 

Behm 

 

Helberg 

 

Marihugh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Motion To Direct Law  

   Director To Research  

   Necessary Documents To  

   Terminate All Water  

   Contracts With HCWSD;  

   To Execute Documents  

   Upon Council Approval  

   And Supply Water To Any  

   Current Customers  

   Individually 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion:    Marihugh              Second:       Comadoll  

To accept Wilson’s resignation from Council 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Maassel, Sheaffer, Helberg, Marihugh, Comadoll, Wilson, Ridley 

Nay-  

 

Sheaffer requested an Executive Session to discuss the employment of 

personnel. 

 

None 

 

None 

 

Marihugh asked the status of the Hogrefe properties on Riverview Avenue, 

Commerce Drive, and Independence Drive; Hayberger stated the parties were 

given letters stating a date to comply and the next step will be court. 

 

Marihugh stated that he would like the Law Director to research what 

documents would be required to cancel all water contracts with the Henry 

County Water Sewer District (HCWSD) effective as soon as possible.  

Marihugh believes that the HCWSD is trying to compete with the City, adding 

that he believes as both a water professional and councilman that the City has 

done nothing unfair to any of the satellite customers, and gives the the best 

rates and service as possible, all within the current contracts for each satellite 

customer; Marihugh believes terminating the HCWSD contract is best for the 

City.   

 

Motion:            Marihugh                    Second:    Comadoll 

 

Maassel asked how terminating the HCWSD contract may affect the City; 

Irelan replied that terminating this contract would create a three (3) year 

window from the date of the termination letter, adding that the HCWSD has 

done nothing to breach the current contract; after the three (3) year timeframe, 

the master meters would be turned off that feed HCWSD customers such as the 

Filling Home, Keller Trucking, Malinta, McClure and all other customers that 

are fed from the HCWSD meters.  Wilson asked if this initial step is merely to 

gather the necessary information to begin the process; Hayberger stated this 

information would be used to create a formal Resolution to terminate the 

HCWSD water contracts with the City.  Helberg asked if water would still be 

supplied to the individual satellite customers; Irelan stated that Malinta has 

asked to terminate their contract with the City and become a customer of the 

HCWSD, and this would cause Malinta and McClure to no longer be supplied 

water by the City.  Helberg asked if separate agreements to provide water to 

the individual satellite customers through the same master meters for their 

locations would be welcomed; Irelan restated that Malinta has requested to 

terminate their contract with the City and become a customer of the HCWSD, 

and there are some customers that could not be supplied water by the City 

through the same lines due to their location in a HCWSD service area, 

including Malinta and McClure.  Irelan stated that the contract termination 

would allow the HCWSD three (3) years to set up lines for their customers; 

Helberg believes this will cause the HCWSD to connect with Defiance County 

or Wood County to supply the HCWSD customers with water, and believes 

that this will increase the cost to City residents.  Hayberger stated that this is 
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Marihugh Temporarily 

Withdrew The Motion; 

Comadoll Temporarily 

Withdrew The Second 

 

Irelan 

 

 

merely research as to how to terminate the HCWSD contract as soon as 

possible; Hayberger will research this and bring the information before 

Council.  Heath reminded Council that the City had supplied water to the 

satellite customers prior to the HCWSD, adding that there is a rate in place for 

customers outside the City limits that are supplied water by the City, adding 

that the contract with the HCWSD is a rate contract, which could create a 

higher rate for these customers; Helberg agreed, adding that this would be the 

case as long as the customers do not connect to another line.  Behm stated that 

the satellites are already discussing going with another source.  Behm believes 

the City should give the satellite customers a deadline to decide if they will 

remain as City customers.  Helberg agreed, stating that he believes the satellite 

customers should be allowed to choose when they decide whether to remain a 

City customer, the City should not force them.  Behm replied that he believes 

the City should give the satellite customers a deadline to decide if they are to 

remain as City customers instead of the City being forced by their hand.  Behm 

added that the City has been a good partner to the satellite customers up to this 

point and has offered many options to the satellite customers, with a proposal 

offered since September 2014 that was not acted on by the satellite customers, 

along with many discussions as well as offering to create an advisory board 

regarding rates.  Behm believes that the satellite customers are looking for any 

other option other than working with the City, including considering creating a 

well and building a new water treatment plant of their own; Behm restated that 

he cannot understand how the customers who were unanimously in favor of 

building the new plant at a much higher cost are now not in favor of the lesser 

costs of the rehabilitation.  Behm added that he is still in favor of working this 

issue out with the HCWSD due to the impact on City residents.  Marihugh 

believes that the satellite customers are contemplating building a plant on the 

river that is the same size as the City plant which may cause direct competition 

with the City.  Sheaffer believes that the satellite customers’ issue with the 

City is focused on control.  Maassel agrees with Behm regarding setting a 

deadline, adding that the rate could be increased if the satellite customers agree 

to remain with the City after the given deadline; Maassel added that he would 

like the satellite customers to remain as customers.  Marihugh stated that he 

does not like the direct competition and the impact of the rates of City of 

residents.  Wilson encourages the HCWSD to come to the City with a fair 

comparison of costs and discuss this information with Council.  Irelan stated 

that the HCWSD is working on a proposal to discuss at the June 15 joint 

meeting of the Water, Sewer, Refuse, Recycling & Litter (WSRRL) 

Committee and Council.      

 

Marihugh withdrew his Motion until Irelan discusses the Malinta information; 

Comadoll agreed and withdrew his Second as well. 

 

 

 

Irelan stated that Malinta wants to terminate their contract with City and 

become a customer of the HCWSD; this was approved by Council in 

September 2013.  Irelan reported that this was originally discussed in the 

WSRRL Committee in September 2013; McClure was put under Findings & 

Orders by the EPA and did not respond in a timely fashion, the issue was then 

forwarded to the Chicago EPA which gave McClure a list of items that were to 

be handled in order to keep their water treatment plant; McClure then asked 

HCWSD to help, and the HCWSD determined that the best quality of water at  

the lowest cost could be obtained by extending the water line from Grelton to 
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McClure.  Irelan reported that the EPA was to permit that line as long as the 

HCWSD decommissioned the McClure water plant by September 30, 2013; 

the HCWSD did not meet that deadline, and in attempt to speed up the process 

the HCWSD asked if they could take over the Malinta water contract from the 

City, allowing the HCWSD to purchase water from the City to distribute to 

Malinta and McClure.  Irelan reported that the WSRRL Committee referred 

this request to Council and Council passed a Resolution under an Emergency 

Clause to terminate and assign the Malinta water contract to the HCWSD, with 

the benefit to the City of the additional McClure customers; the Resolution 

authorized the City Manager to execute any and all documents necessary to 

terminate the water contract with Malinta and assign the contract to the 

HCWSD; this would help settle the issues that the HCWSD and McClure were 

having with the EPA.  Irelan stated that a few steps were missed in the rush to 

finish this termination, including amending the HCWSD contract with the City 

which states that the HCWSD is forbidden from selling water to Malinta since 

Malinta is not in the HCWSD service area.  Irelan informed the HCWSD that 

they must bring an amendment to the contract to Council; without the 

amendment, it is a breach of contract for the HCWSD to sell water to Malinta.  

Irelan reported that she has asked the HCWSD to create the amendment for 

Irelan to bring before Council; Irelan hopes to have this for the next Council 

meeting.  Irelan stated that she wanted this information to be discussed to show 

that it is not the City that is holding up this issue, as she has been discussing 

this with the HCWSD for approximately a year and the City is just waiting on 

the amendment from the HCWSD to move forward.  Helberg reminded 

Council that Malinta wanted to continue to buy water from the City and then 

sell the water to McClure at a higher rate, and this is what held up the EPA 

approval.   Ridley believes that initiating a cancellation to the contract with the 

HCWSD before the next Council meeting may be premature; Helberg agreed, 

adding that the discussion is beneficial but it may not be prudent to act on the 

cancellation of the HCWSD contract yet. 

 

Irelan stated that the City went into partnership with the Chamber of 

Commerce and the Henry County Historical Society to bring the Building 

Doctor program to the City; this program is a two (2) day program on October 

22
nd

 and 23
rd

 involving issues with buildings built before 1955; participants 

can sign up online at the State Historic Preservation Office or at City Hall or at 

the Chamber of Commerce.  Irelan reported that participants can request to 

have their building inspected; the program will be inspecting up to five (5) 

buildings within a five (5) mile radius of the Senior Center.  Hayberger stated 

that the downtown would be the focus of the inspections; Irelan reported that 

this program is paid for with grant money.  

 

Heath 

 

Wilson 

 

 

 

Ridley 

 

Maassel 

 

 

 

None 

 

Wilson asked if the issues regarding the empty properties that she discussed 

with Irelan and Lulfs have been addressed; Irelan stated they have been 

addressed. 

 

None 

 

Maassel asked the status of the Supreme Court decision regarding living in a 

state different than the state that the taxpayer is working in; Hayberger stated 

that the State is currently more concerned with State income tax cuts, and more 

information regarding this issue may be available later. 



 

Council 6/1 /15 page 8 of 8  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Motion To Go Into    

   Executive Session  

 

    Passed 

    Yea- 7 

    Nay- 0 

 

Into Executive Session  

     

    Motion To Come  

    Out Of Executive    

    Session 

 

    Passed 

    Yea- 7 

    Nay- 0 

 

    Out Of Executive  

    Session  

 

Maassel asked if Lucas County and Toledo withdraw from CCNO, how could 

this affect the City trustee refuse and recycling program; Irelan stated this 

would limit the ability of the City to provide the recycling service; adding that 

the City would most likely have to outsource this service. 

 

Motion:       Maassel                            Second:    Wilson 

To go into Executive Session to discuss employment of personnel 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Maassel, Sheaffer, Helberg, Marihugh, Comadoll, Wilson, Ridley 

Nay- 

 

Council went into Executive Session at 7:47pm. 

 

Motion:      Maassel                      Second:     Ridley 

To come out of Executive Session 

 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Maassel, Sheaffer, Helberg, Marihugh, Comadoll, Wilson, Ridley  

Nay- 

 

Council came out of Executive Session at 7:53pm. President Sheaffer reported 

that the discussion was regarding the employment of personnel and no action 

was taken. 

 

Approval Of Bills 

 

Bills and financial reports stand approved as presented with no objections. 

Motion To Adjourn 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea- 7 

    Nay- 0 

 

Motion:      Ridley                       Second:   Wilson  

To adjourn the meeting. 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Maassel, Sheaffer, Helberg, Marihugh, Comadoll, Wilson, Ridley 

Nay- 

Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 7:53pm. 

 

 

 

 

Approved: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Travis B. Sheaffer, Council President 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Ronald A. Behm, Mayor 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 
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ORDINANCE NO. 030-15 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 12.3 OF THE 

EMPLOYMENT POLICY MANUAL OF THE CITY OF NAPOLEON 

TO SPECIFY THE CALCULATED MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT 

AND TO AMEND HOW MEALS ARE REIMBURSED  

 

WHEREAS, City Council acknowledges that from time to time it must review the 

various codes and policies of the City of Napoleon; and  

WHEREAS, City Council now desires to amend the Employment Policy Manual 

of the City of Napoleon to specify how the mileage reimbursement is calculated and to 

amend how meals are reimbursed; Now Therefore,  

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NAPOLEON, 

OHIO:  

 

            Section 1. That, the City of Napoleon does hereby amend the Employment 

Policy Manual, 12.3 as follows (in relevant part): 

 “Expense Statements 

When practical, Employee Expense Statements must be prepared, submitted, 

and approved for advance reimbursement prior to the expense being 

incurred on a form provided by employer. 

Except as herein provided, the City requires employees to furnish 

information and necessary receipts to support the expenses advanced and/or 

incurred. 

An employee may submit an expense statement for reimbursement after the 

travel expense has occurred, but employee must still have prior approval of 

such travel/expense by employee's supervisor.   

All required receipts must be forwarded with a photocopy of the previously 

submitted expense statement. 

Personal expenses for the maintenance of an employee while away on City 

business may be reimbursable according to the following guidelines: 

 

• Recognizing that meals are more costly in places outside rural Ohio 

where seminars are generally held, except as may be increased by the 

Appointing Authority, meal expenses, not otherwise included in the 

costs of the meeting, training, or seminar, excluding continental 

breakfast, will be AS FOLLOWS: 

ANY SEMINARS HELD WITHIN FORTY (40) MILES, AS THE 

CROW FLIES, OF THE CITY BUILDING LOCATED AT 255 

WEST RIVERVIEW AVENUE, NAPOLEON, OHIO  WILL BE 

provided at the per diem rate of $8.00 for Breakfast, $10.00 for 

Lunch, and $19.00 for Dinner without necessity of receipt and 

without necessity of actual expenditure.  An employee will be 
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granted a total daily allowance $37.00 for all meals as indicated in 

the below stated manner.  ANY SEMINARS HELD BEYOND 

FORTY (40) MILES, AS THE CROW FLIES, OF THE CITY 

BUILDING LOCATED AT 255 WEST RIVERVIEW AVENUE, 

NAPOLEON, OHIO  WILL BE PROVIDED A PER DIEM RATE 

AS DETERMINED BY THE U.S. GENERAL SERVICES 

ADMINISTRATION (GSA) MINUS THE PORTION ALLOWED 

FOR INCIDENTAL EXPENSES (IE) WITHOUT NECESSITY 

OF RECEIPT AND WITHOUT NECESSITY OF ACTUAL 

EXPENDITURE.  An employee may, at his/her option, combine 

any meal costs so long as the below criteria is met and so long as the 

expenditure does not exceed the total daily allowance: 

� Breakfast expenses are authorized when overnight lodging is 

necessary for the conduct of City business.  In addition, breakfast 

expenditures are approved for a bona fide public relations reason, for 

the attendance of previously authorized Employees at civic or 

professional club breakfast meetings and for early morning travel 

which means the employee must be required to leave for travel prior 

to 8:00 a.m. in the morning.   

� Lunch expenses are authorized when out-of-town for City business, 

for a bona fide public relations or business reason; or for the 

attendance of previously authorized employee at civic or 

professional club luncheons.  Day trips away from the office for 

normal work related duties do not qualify for lunch expense 

reimbursement. 

� Dinner expenses are authorized if the employee will have overnight 

lodging or his/her arrival back to the City is past 5:00 p.m. (in the 

conduct of City business).   Dinner reimbursement will also be made 

for bona fide public relations reasons, or the attendance of previously 

authorized employees at civic or professional club dinner meetings. 

� All day meal expenses are for an employee who is required to be 

out-of-town prior to 8:00 a.m. and past 5:00 p.m. 

� Voluntary Gratuities (tips) are not reimbursable, but may be paid 

from any per diem rate received by the employee. 

… 

• Employees are reimbursed a fixed rate, calculated on mileage AS SET 

BY THE FEDERAL IRS STANDARD BUSINESS RATE, when 

utilizing non-City vehicles; therefore, employee is responsible for any 

damage incurred to employee and/or their passengers by use of such 

vehicle and therefore should be properly insured.  

 

 Section 2. That, it is found and determined that all formal action of this City 

Council concerning and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in open 

meetings of this City Council, and that all deliberations of this City Council and any of its 
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committees that resulted in such formal actions were in compliance with all legal 

requirements, including Section 21.22 of the Ohio Revised Code and the Codified 

Ordinances of Napoleon, Ohio. 

 

 Section 3. That, unless otherwise stated, if any other prior Ordinance or 

Resolution is found to be in conflict with this Ordinance, then the provisions of this 

Ordinance shall prevail. Further, if any portion of this Ordinance is found to be invalid for 

any reason, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this 

Ordinance or any part thereof.  

 

 Section 4. That, this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 

time permitted by law. 

 

Passed: ______________________________ ______________________________ 

       Travis B. Sheaffer, Council President 

 

Approved: ___________________________ ______________________________ 

       Ronald A. Behm, Mayor 

 

VOTE ON PASSAGE _____ Yea _____ Nay _____ Abstain 

Attest: 

____________________________________ 

Gregory J. Heath, Clerk/Finance Director 

 I, Gregory J. Heath, Clerk/Finance Director of the City of Napoleon, do hereby certify that 

the foregoing Ordinance No. 030-15 was duly published in the Northwest Signal, a newspaper of 

general circulation in said City, on the _______ day of _____________________, ________; & I 

further certify the compliance with rules established in Chapter 103 of the Codified Ordinances Of 

Napoleon Ohio and the laws of the State of Ohio pertaining to Public Meetings. 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Gregory J. Heath, Clerk/Finance Director 
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PC 15-02 
Conditional Use  

2950 Enterprise Ave. 

MEMORANDUMMEMORANDUMMEMORANDUMMEMORANDUM    

 
                 TO:  Members of The City Planning Commission 

                   FROM:  Tom Zimmerman, Zoning Administrator 

   SUBJECT:  Conditional Use              

MEETING DATE:  June 9, 2015 @ 5:00 PM  

         HEARING #:  PC-15-02 

 

BACKGROUND:  

 
An application for public hearing has been filed by The Henry County Bank 

owners of 2950 Enterprise Ave. Napoleon, Ohio on behalf of Donald and 

Theresa Marshall.  The applicant is requesting the approval of a Conditional 

Use Permit to allow the property to be utilized as trucking/retail facility. 

This property is located in a C-4, Planned Commercial Zone.   

 

 

RESEARCH AND FINDING  

 

      

1. Donald and Theresa Marshall owners of D&T Marshall Enterprises, LLC, 

plan to expand their company’s current operations and relocate in Napoleon. 

Their business currently operates two trucks with two drivers.  D&T intends 

to increase its transportation operation to ten trucks/ten drivers and to as 

many as 30 trucks/30 drivers in the future. Their transportation operation 

will also include maintenance and repair of vehicles and equipment owned 

by both D&T and its customers. 

 

2. The commercial property and buildings provide ample space for D&T’s 

current and proposed operations as well as the opportunity to re-establish the 

existing greenhouse/ garden center offering wholesale/retail sales, delivery 

of bulk products and sell flowers, plants, outdoor garden supplies and décor, 

including decorative small animal hutches, garden sheds, playhouses and 

garden furniture.  



 

 

 

 

3. The nursery, greenhouse, transportation, material supply, commercial 

vehicle service and the truck parking require a Conditional Use in a C-4, 

Planned Commercial Zone. A Conditional use permit is not required for the 

retail center/sales in a C-4 Zone but the Marshall’s requested the entire 

business plan be included in the Conditional Use Permit. 

 

 

Proposed Permited Uses to be included in the permit 

 
A.) D&T, LLC can operate and park on the property as many as _____ tractors, trailers and 

straight trucks with ingress and egress from the property. 

B.) Parked equipment will be organized and will be in USDOT approved condition, licensed 

and insured. 

C.) Equipment unable to operate will be removed from the property or stored inside a 

building within ___ months from the date it first entered the lot. 

D.) D&T, LLC can perform maintenance and repair of customer owned vehicles, including 

agricultural, construction and commercial semi-trucks, semi-trailers, straight trucks and 

equipment, to meet Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and USDOT 

requirements. 

E.) D&T, LLC can store and have for sale flowers, fruits and vegetables, trees, shrubs, 

gardening supplies, outdoor décor, sheds, hutches, bulk and bagged animal feed and 

supplies. Bulk stone, mulch sand and soils. 

F.) D&T, LLC can conduct planting and nurturing of plants, trees and shrubs to a mature 

state for the purpose of wholesale and retail sales. 

G.) The development shall be subject to all applicable requirements of the C-4 (Planned 

Commercial) Zone, to wit:  Planning and Zoning, Building, Sign, and other 

administrative codes of the City applicable to this property, except as may otherwise be 

provided by the issuance of this permit. 

      H.) No nuisance shall exist on the premises 





 

 

 

 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

 

 

 The Vote as to each member of the Planning Commission in the matter of PC15-

02 regarding the recommendation of approval of the issuance of the Conditional use 

permit is as follows: 

    Approval Disapproval        Abstain 

 

Robert McLimans, Chair        ___X____  __________     __________ 

 

Fredric Furney   ___X____ __________        __________ 

 

Tim Barry                         ___X____ __________        __________ 

 

Marv Barlow                          ________  __________         ____X____ 

 

Ronald Behm, Mayor             ___X____         __________        __________ 

 

 

Reasons for Disapproval:  (If there is disapproval of any Commission Member) 

 

_________________________ 

Member 

Reason Stated: 

 

_________________________ 

Member 

Reason Stated: 

 

_________________________ 

Member 

Reason Stated: 

 

_________________________ 

Member 

 

Reason Stated: 

_________________________ 

Member 

Reason Stated: 

 



             

 

             CITY PLANNING COMMISSION OF NAPOLEON, OHIO 
 

 

 

In the matter of:     REGARDING: HEARING NO. 

PC 15-02 

        

D&T Marshall Enterprises, LLC       

2950 Enterprise Ave.    MOTION 

Napoleon, Ohio 

 

( x  )    To recommend that City Council issues a conditional use permit. 

 Made by:      Tim Barry    

 Second by:   Fred Furney   

 

 Conditions: That,  

 

A.) . D&T, LLC can operate and park on the property as many as 30 tractors, trailers 

and straight trucks with ingress and egress from the property. 

B.) Parked equipment will be organized and will be in USDOT approved condition, 

licensed and insured. 

C.) Equipment unable to operate will be removed from the property or stored inside a 

building within 6 months from the date it first entered the lot. 

D.) D&T, LLC can perform maintenance and repair of customer owned vehicles, 

including agricultural, construction and commercial semi-trucks, semi-trailers, 

straight trucks and equipment, to meet Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration (OSHA) and USDOT requirements. 

E.) D&T, LLC can store and have for sale flowers, fruits and vegetables, trees, 

shrubs, gardening supplies, outdoor décor, sheds, hutches, bulk and bagged 

animal feed and supplies. Bulk stone, mulch sand and soils. 

F.) D&T, LLC can conduct planting and nurturing of plants, trees and shrubs to a 

mature state for the purpose of wholesale and retail sales. 

G.) The development shall be subject to all applicable requirements of the C-4 

(Planned Commercial) Zone, to wit:  Planning and Zoning, Building, Sign, and 

other administrative codes of the City applicable to this property, except as may 

otherwise be provided by the issuance of this permit. 

      H.) No nuisance shall exist on the premises 

 

Vote:                Yes  No  Abstain 

    

Robert McLimans, Chair       _X __    _____  ______ 

 

Fredric Furney    _X___             _____  ______ 

 

Tim Barry            _X___             _____  ______ 

 

Marv Barlow              ______  _____  __X___ 

 

Ronald Behm, Mayor __X___ _____  ______ 
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City of Napoleon, Ohio 
 

Water, Sewer, Refuse, Recycling & Litter Committee 
in Joint Session with 

City Council 
 

LOCATION:  City Hall Offices, 255 West Riverview Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio  
 

Special Meeting Agenda 
 

Monday, June 15, 2015 at 7:00pm 
 

     I.       Approval of Minutes (In the absence of any objections or corrections, the Minutes shall stand  

           approved) 
 

   II.      Water Treatment Plant Update by City Manager 

 

  III.     Review of City Water and Sewer Rules (Tabled) 

 

  IV.      Any other matters currently assigned to the Committee 

 

   V.       Adjournment 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

                 _____________________________________ 
                 Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 
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City of Napoleon, Ohio 

Water, Sewer, Refuse, Recycling & Litter Committee 
in Joint Session with 

City Council 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 11, 2015 at 7:00pm 
 

                 PRESENT  
Water & Sewer Committee 
Council 
 
City Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
Recorder 
Others 
 
 
Absent 

Chris Ridley – Chair, John Helberg, Jeff Comadoll 
Travis Sheaffer – President, Jason Maassel – President Pro Tem, Jeff 
Comadoll, John Helberg, Jeffrey Marihugh, Chris Ridley, Heather Wilson 
Monica S. Irelan, City Manager 
Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 
Trevor M. Hayberger, Law Director 
Dennis Clapp, Electric Superintendent 
Chad Lulfs, Director of Public Works 
Scott Hoover, Water Treatment Plant Superintendent 
Tammy Fein 
News Media; John Courtney and John Wiesing, Courtney & Associates; 
Frank Godwin, Village of Liberty Center; Nick Rettig, Henry County 
Water/Sewer 
Jeffrey Marihugh 
 

Call To Order 
 
 
Approval Of Minutes 
 
 
Review Of City Water Rate 
Structure And Allocations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman Ridley called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
Council President Sheaffer called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
 
The March 9 WSRRL meeting minutes stand approved as presented with 
no objections or corrections. 
 
Irelan stated that the purpose of this meeting is to define the process of 
obtaining the water rate structure, including inside rates, outside rates and 
contractual rates for the satellite customers. 
 
John Courtney and Scott Wiesing from Courtney & Associates explained a 
presentation regarding the Water Cost of Service Study and developing 
the model for the rates. 
Courtney reported that there are revenue requirements, which are a 
projection of the required cost to operate and maintain the City water 
system built upon historical data, anticipated future changes, inflation 
factors, allowances for capital improvements, and a new water treatment 
plant in the future.  Courtney reported that 2016 was used as the test year 
for the Cost of Service model, which is before the water treatment plant 
will be online, leading to the approximately three percent (3%) increases 
for the years 2014 through 2016 and Courtney recommends using the 
same model beyond those years. 
 
Courtney reported that the Revenue Requirements are functionalized into 
ten (10) different functions including:  
Supply – the costs associated with the process of taking the water from the 

river to the treatment plant, including pretreatment; 
Utilities – the costs associated with operating the water system; 

Chemicals – the costs associated with treating the water; 



 

WSRRL 5/18/15 page 2 of 9 
 

Review Of City Water Rate 
Structure And Allocations 
(Continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treatment – the costs including labor and materials associated with 
operating and maintaining the treatment plant; 
Distribution Mains – the cost of maintaining the water distribution 
system;  
Distribution Storage – the costs of the elevated towers; 
Meters – the costs of installing, operating, and maintaining the meters 

throughout the system; 
Services – service line related costs for the lines that run from the mains 

to the individual customers; 
Meter Reading – these costs are covered in electric rates and no meter 

reading costs are allocated to Water or Waste Water; and 
Billing Collection – the costs associated with sending out the bills and 
collecting the payments. 
Courtney reported that the costs are figured from information provided by 
the City as well as annual labor information. 
 
Courtney reported that the next step in the process is to allocate the 
Revenue Requirements as determined by the Base Extra Capacity 
Method, which is one of the methods recommended by the American 
Water Works Association (AWWA) in the M1 Water Rate Manual which 
is a standard approach to establishing water rates, to different Cost 
Categories including: 
Base – the costs associated with providing service to a customer using 
water on a constant basis throughout the year to meet continuous usage on 
the system; 
Max Day – the costs associated with treating and supplying water for the 
maximum daily requirement of the system; this cost is several times that of 
the Average Day and is different for each rate class; 
Max Hour – the costs associated with maintaining  capacity at certain 
portions of the system to meet the Average Day and the Max Day with a 
maximum hour demand on such factors as pumping requirements and 
storage devices; 
Meters and Services – the costs associated with meters and services 

combined into one (1) cost to be allocated based on customer meter size; 
and 
Meter Reading and Billing Collection – the costs assigned to 
customers based on number of customers. 
 
Courtney reported that the Cost by Category gives a relative magnitude of 
figures based on 2016 as the test year; the Base category, supplying water 
on a round the clock basis, represents approximately sixty percent (60%) of 
the overall Cost of Service, the Max Day category represents 
approximately twelve percent (12%) of the overall Cost of Service, the 
Max Hour category represents approximately sixteen percent (16%) of the 
overall Cost of Service, the Meters and Services category represents 
approximately twelve percent (12%) of the overall Cost of Service, and the 
Billing and Collection category represents approximately one percent (1%) 
of the overall Cost of Service.  Courtney reported that the Base cost is 
allocated to customer classes based on usage, established by the meter 
based on a one hundred cubic foot basis (CCF); the class usage is divided 
by the total usage to figure the percentage of cost for that class, taking into 
account that the different classes contribute differently to the peaks; these 
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Review Of City Water Rate 
Structure And Allocations 
(Continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

figures are used by Design Engineers when designing new treatment plants 
as well, adding that the AWWA M1 Rate Manual states that the 
Residential Class Capacity Factor for the Max Hour demand is 
approximately four (4) times the Average Demand, and the Residential 
Class has a much higher contribution to the Max Day than the 
Commercial Class, while the M1 Manual suggests that the Wholesale Class 
customers should have a 3.75 Max Hour demand, however the City Cost 
of Study Model used a lower percentage for the Wholesale Customer Class 
than the recommendation, using 3.25, which is the same capacity factor as 
the Commercial Class.  Courtney stated that the Weighted Capacity 
Factor excluding the Wholesale Class average totals for the system were 
researched and the Max Hour Capacity Factor totaled approximately 3.4 
which is higher than the figure that was used in the Cost of Service 
analysis.   Courtney stated that the Residential Class are the customers that 
contribute most to the peak demand on the system, while the Industrial 
Class and the Commercial Class usages are more spread out throughout 
the day causing lower Capacity Factors; Courtney added that another 
reason the Residential Class has a bigger contribution to the Max Hour 
and Max Day Capacity Factors is due to seasonal usage; more water will 
be used in the summer and less water will be used in the nonsummer 
months.  Courtney reported that these factors are what is used to 
determine the allocation of Max Day and Max Hour; adding that only the 
extra capacity is used for these allocations. 
 
Courtney reported that the Meters and Services costs are allocated to each 
Class based on a weighted meter size, adding that weighting adjustment 
figures are used to allocate the cost and this is reflected in rates by higher 
capacity charges for bigger meters. 
 
Courtney reported that the Billing Collection cost is assigned to each class 
based on the actual number of customers per class with no weighted factor 
involved.   Courtney reported that more cost will be allocated to the 
Residential Class due to the higher Capacity Factors; the Commercial 
Class will have a lower allocation of cost and the Wholesale Class will have 
an even lower allocation. 
 
Courtney reported that the projected average revenue in the year 2016 has 
been compared to the Cost of Service results for 2016 based on a dollars 
per one hundred cubic foot basis (CCF); based on the Cost of Service 
Study results the City is overrecovering cost from the Residential Class, the 
Commercial Class, and the Industrial Class, while the City is 
underrecovering costs from the Wholesale Class.  Courtney stated that the 
Cost of Study is an indication of the goal when adjusting rates, and this 
should be taken into account when the rates are adjusted to roll in the debt 
service for the water plant project.   
 
Courtney explained the Summary Page from the Cost of Service Model 
that demonstrates that the revenue adjustment for the Wholesale Class 
should be an increase of approximately 4.9% based on the fully allocated 
Cost of Service.  Courtney stated that Irelan requested a separate model 
with a modified Cost of Service to reflect only the cost associated with 
those water mains that are necessary to provide service to the Wholesale 
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Class customers; Jones & Henry pulled the necessary lines from a 
computer model of the entire system, and reduced the distribution system 
cost to reflect the elimination of those lines; this shifted the result from 
underrecovering by approximately 4.9% to overrecovering by 
approximately 4.3%; Courtney added the figures of Cost of Service for the 
other classes are not correct since the smaller water lines have been deleted 
from the model; Courtney also added that the Treatment and Supply 
Costs and a portion of the Distribution Mains and Storage Costs are 
included in this model. 
 
Irelan stated that a Cost of Service model is an attempt to put a cost to the 
actual impact per class to the system; the final rate is an inside rate and an 
outside rate; the final rate is not split out by class.  Irelan reported that the 
outside rate is the inside rate times fifty percent (50%), adding that the 
contractual rate for the satellite customers is the inside rate times twenty 
five percent (25%); both having the declining block rate included, stating 
that this rate structure is defined by Ordinance.  Irelan stated that the 
AWWA best practice M1 rate manual is used to configure the rates to 
ensure that the City can legally stand by the Cost of Service rates. 
 
Irelan listed what she believes to be the requirements of the satellite 
customers to commit to the water plant, including the best quality water at 
the cheapest price, to meet and exceed all EPA regulations, to have some 
input regarding the cost of the water, as well as paying transmission costs 
instead of distribution costs.  Irelan stated that she has discussed rewriting 
the contracts with the satellite customers to meet the listed goals; Irelan 
brought a proposal in September 2014 to the satellite customers to either 
decrease or eliminate the capacity charge, to decrease the commodity 
charge, to allow a line for a midterm adjustment of the contract allowing 
discussions with the satellite customers if they could prove that they could 
get less expensive water from a comparable water system with equivalent 
water facilities, as well as offered an Advisory Board with a member of 
each satellite customer to propose rates to the Water, Sewer, Refuse, 
Recycling & Litter Committee and the Board of Public Affairs with final 
approval of the proposed rates by Council, however this proposal was not 
negotiated by any of the satellite customers by the deadline of April 2015.  
Irelan added that the only options not offered in the proposal were a flat 
wholesale rate and the Transmission Cost change.   Irelan stated that in 
October she requested that Courtney figure a levelized wholesale rate 
using 2013 as the base year, using the actual water usage of the satellite 
customers and the actual payments to figure a basis for the extra capacity 
model, adding that the rate would only increase by the percentage set by 
Council.  Irelan stated that she would prefer the rates be based on a model 
that is based on best practices, however she still presented this analysis to 
the satellite customers; in April 2015 Irelan requested that Courtney create 
the model that demonstrated the cost of the transmission versus the cost of 
the distribution system which showed a 4.9% savings to the satellite 
customers.  Irelan reported that the satellite customers have decided to 
research other options; however Irelan wanted the options that were given 
to the satellite customers to be brought before Council in an open meeting 
to allow for negotiations later. 
Maassel asked why the satellite customers did not approve the proposals 
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when they were presented last Fall, Irelan believes this to be due to the 
offer of a decrease in the capacity charge and the commodity charge; the 
satellite customers wanted these charges eliminated as well as requiring a 
flat rate instead of a capacity model with a declining block rate; however 
Irelan explained that if the satellite customers increase their customers with 
this case, they will end up paying more.  Irelan stated that there may not 
have been approval due to cost over all, adding that Irelan will never offer 
a cost less than what an inside customer would pay, adding that she cannot 
legally justify allowing a satellite customer to pay less than what an inside 
customer is required to pay. 
 
Sheaffer believes that a line must be drawn in this process, suggesting that 
the satellite customers must either commit to being a part of the City water 
distribution system, or when the satellite customer contracts are done then 
they are done; adding that the satellite customers have continually ignored 
the timeframe given, and there seems to be no willingness to negotiate on 
their part.  Maassel suggested asking the satellite customer representatives 
in attendance.   
 
Frank Godwin, Village of Liberty Center, agreed that Irelan did offer what 
was stated tonight, however he believes that the levelization would cost 
Liberty Center more in the first two (2) years.  Godwin asked if the number 
of satellite customers would dictate the size of the water plant; Irelan stated 
that the City must have a water plant able to accommodate the satellite 
customers until 2020 when the current contracts expire.  Godwin asked for 
a cost estimate; Irelan replied that estimates that were discussed at the last 
presentation at the Henry County Water Sewer meeting was a cost of 
approximately $14.5 million with two percent (2%) interest over thirty (30) 
years; the $14.5 million is broken down into a $12 million dollar rehab 
with a $2.5 million note that the City has been carrying.  Irelan added that 
these figures are a worst case scenario, and the City is trying to do a $10 
million rehab.  Godwin stated that Liberty Center would like to know what 
the rates will be in the future before they are willing to commit, and he is 
open to any contact to receive information, adding that Liberty Center will 
not commit until the rates are explained.  Wilson asked Godwin to explain 
himself; she believes that a $10 million to $12 million rehab is less 
expensive than Liberty Center building their own plant; Godwin believes 
that a $10 million rehab is not less expensive than Liberty Center building 
their own plant; Nick Rettig stated that the rates, if Whitehouse were 
included, would range from $2.94 to $5.95.  Helberg asked what the rates 
would figure without Whitehouse; Rettig replied $6.05 to $9.58.  Irelan 
clarified that these figures are comparing units of water to thousands of 
gallons; Irelan stated there are few figures in the City numbers that aren’t 
figured into the satellite customer information including billing and finance 
and administration costs, since the satellite customers do not have this 
data. 
 
Ridley asked if the 2017 and 2018 costs could be projected based on 
estimates; Irelan stated that this could be done based on the wholesale rate 
and these projections have been provided for the satellite customers based 
on the larger debt amount of $16.8 million, but to keep this rate structure 
the City would be required to pay Courtney to do another Cost of Service 
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Study based on these assumptions tied to this amount; Irelan believes that 
the City has spent approximately $10,000 on studies for answers for the 
satellite customers.  Maassel asked when there will be a set figure on the 
rehab; Heath stated that these will only be available once the bids are 
opened, and the final debt will not be sold until after the construction of 
the project.  Irelan stated that she would like to know that satellite 
customers are committed to the City before the debt is incurred; the City 
will have to incur the debt at a higher rate if the satellite customers wait to 
commit to the project, then Council would need to decide if the City is 
willing to discount the Capacity Charge and Commodity Charge.  Helberg 
asked how to configure the satellite customer figures to compare with the 
City figures since it is currently units compared to thousands of gallons; 
Irelan stated the figure is divided by 748.05.  Wilson stated that she would 
like to see the billing, finance and administrative costs included in the 
satellite customer figures as well.  Irelan stated that she had asked Rettig 
for these figures, he replied that they “are all in the report”.  Irelan asked if 
the satellites customers were going to have a centralized finance 
department or if each satellite customer was having their own; Rettig 
replied that each will have its own.  Helberg asked how they could make a 
true comparison for these figures, adding that the satellite customers have 
not approached the EPA to request having their own system and no 
approval has been given.  Irelan stated that the satellite customers will 
figure their rates by dividing the cost of water and by the total number of 
customers, and there will be no allocations per class. 
 
Helberg believes that the City should move on without the satellite 
customers; Sheaffer agreed, adding that he has read comments from the 
satellite customers in the paper in which they state that “the City is treating 
the satellite customers poorly”; Helberg agreed, adding that the rates to the 
satellite customers would be increased only to recover costs.  Wilson stated 
that the unwillingness to commit to the project should mean no discounts 
at a later date, adding that no gratitude should be extended for 
noncommittal.  Ridley believes that a point of contention stems from the 
way that costs are currently be collected; looking at plant as a whole, not 
just at the transmission lines; Irelan stated this model was shown to Rettig 
a few weeks ago; Ridley stated regardless if the satellite customers choose 
to continue with the City, the City must determine cost and billing from 
this point forward, and asked the Committee and Council to determine 
which options stated earlier they would not be willing to consider.  Maassel 
believes it does not matter which options are discussed; he believes time to 
be on the side of the satellite customers; Helberg replied that time is not on 
their side; the City has been delaying the project while waiting for them to 
make a decision, and all customers are at risk including the satellite 
customers.  Maassel believes that the satellite customers can choose to go a 
different way if they believe the plant cost is too high; Helberg stated that 
he does not have an issue with only charging the Transmission Cost.  
Wilson agreed with Irelan, and believes the City residents should also be 
held in regard when figuring the rates for the satellite customers.  Irelan 
stated that the model shows that charging the Transmission Cost to the 
satellite customers would save them approximately five percent (5%).     
 
DeWit believes that the City is negotiating against itself, since the satellite 
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customers are not negotiating, adding that he believes that the City should 
not continue to offer discounts to the satellite customers.  DeWit stated that 
approval has not been given for the satellite customers to pump water from 
a different county and does not believe that water can be distributed across 
Henry County at  the figures that were quoted earlier by Rettig; DeWit 
added that he does not believe that Whitehouse will be a customer of their 
system.  DeWit believes that the City has more time to wait than the 
satellite customers as the City has a good water supply as opposed to wells, 
and Liberty Center will be assessed to pay for this system even if the system 
cannot make water, adding that the satellite customers are not assessed 
when buying water from the City.  DeWit asked Rettig how the system will 
be paid for; Rettig replied that EPA and USDA grants will be applied for.  
DeWit stated that if the grant applications are written as the report has 
been up to this point, stating that they are establishing water out of the 
ground because there is no recourse, the City will raise an objection and 
the EPA will take this into consideration.  DeWit suggested stopping 
negotiations with the satellite customers and letting them find their water 
elsewhere; DeWit suggested watching the paperwork and raising objections 
as necessary, as well as cutting services off with the County and forming a 
separate district.  Helberg believes that the satellite customers are 
determining the size of the water plant due to their contracts not being up 
until 2020; DeWit believes the bigger plant will not be an issue in the 
future, and the satellite customers will not be able to find lower rates due to 
the size of the pumping systems required. 
 
Sheaffer agreed with DeWit; the rate is the rate, adding that the City 
would be happy to keep the satellite customers, however, the rates are 
what they are.  DeWit stated that the City has done everything possible to 
keep the rates low in fairness to the satellite customers.  Helberg stated that 
the City is not asking the satellites to leave, but the project must move 
forward.  Godwin asked if the size of the building would change if the 
satellite customers left; Irelan stated the building size would be the same, 
however different skids of membranes could be used depending on if the 
satellites are included or not.  Godwin stated that Liberty Center is just 
exploring options; Irelan stated that none of the satellite customers have 
counteroffered on any proposal that has been offered, and the City has 
paid for approximately $10,000 worth of studies to answer questions for 
the satellite customers;   Helberg stated the only counteroffer that has been 
offered is to leave.  Rettig asked for the cost of creating water; Irelan stated 
she presented that entire calculation at a Henry County Water Sewer 
Consortium meeting and will email this information to Rettig again.  
Godwin stated that he does not know the specifics since he has not had 
enough time to research the information even though the study has been 
completed.  Ridley suggested that all parties read the information and 
discuss the options at the June WSRRL meeting; Ridley added that he 
would like to collaborate with the satellite customers.  Helberg suggested 
calculating rates based on how it has been done in the past, but to adjust 
the Distribution Charge to the Transmission Charge.  Comadoll asked 
how changing this charge would affect the City resident customers; Irelan 
believes it would be an approximate one percent (1%) increase per class; 
Sheaffer stated that he is not willing to have residents subsidize this charge; 
Comadoll agreed.  Helberg asked why the Commercial Class rate is being 
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used rather than the recommended Wholesale Class rate; Courtney stated 
there was no detailed information on sales, but it was assumed to be more 
like the Commercial Class and represents the average capacity factor of the 
system.  Irelan added that it was more fair to the satellite customers; 
Courtney stated this is the factor that has been used since the first model 
was created; Helberg stated that once again the satellite customers are 
receiving a discount with no required commitment.  Irelan stated that this 
has given her a direction to open discussions back up with the satellite 
customers, though she believes that there will be no committal until the 
final design is complete with a final bid on the construction.  Heath asked 
what the delta of the project would be, adding that even if the delta is $2 
million more, would that be the tipping point of the satellite customers; 
there is no feedback from the satellite customers regarding this.  Helberg 
stated that the contracts must be honored through 2020; Heath added that 
there will be a financial review by the debt markets and the rates will be 
reallocated accordingly to cover the debt causing higher capital costs.  
Helberg stated that the rates will not increase solely based on the lack of 
contributors to the capital, and operation costs will decrease.  Heath stated 
that the satellite customers represent approximately twenty percent (20%) 
to twenty five percent (25%) of revenue and losing this will raise the debt 
interest rate due to being a higher risk.  Heath stated this depends on 
market at the time, and believes the costs that the satellite customers are 
providing are unrealistic, adding that the City must move forward and the 
assumption must be made that the satellite customers will not be involved.  
Helberg believes this increase should be allocated to the outside customers; 
Rettig stated that the satellite customers represent twenty five percent 
(25%) of usage and thirty one percent (31%) of revenue; Irelan stated that 
Rettig has these figures reversed, guaranteeing that the satellite customers 
are not charged as much as they use; Courtney agreed.  Godwin stated 
that he would like the Engineer’s Estimate on the project; Irelan stated that 
she has given the figures regarding the cost and the annual debt to the 
satellites customers; however the actual rate figure cannot be determined 
without paying Courtney to do another Cost of Service model, adding that 
the numbers given in the past used a levelized figure based on the $16.8 
million option at a wholesale rate.  Irelan gave the Engineer’s Estimate as 
$14.5 million over thirty (30) years at two percent (2%) interest.  Helberg 
stated the plant will be the same size no matter if the satellites are involved 
or not; Irelan stated that from 2017 through 2020 water must be processed 
for the satellite customers; and if the satellite customers leave, the plant will 
use one (1) less skid with loose membranes throughout at a lower cost. 
 

Review Of City Water And 
Sewer Rules (Tabled) 
 
Any Other Matters To Come 
Before The Committee 
 
WSRRL Motion To Adjourn 
 
 
    Passed 

Chairman Ridley left the Review of City Water and Sewer Rules Tabled. 
 
 
None 
 
 
Motion:       Comadoll                          Second:   Wilson 
To adjourn the meeting at 8:18pm 
 
Roll call vote on above motion: 
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    Yea-  
    Nay-  
 

Yea- Wilson, Ridley, Maassel, Sheaffer, Helberg, Comadoll 
Nay- 
 

  
 
________________________ 
Date 

 
_______________________________________________________ 
Chris Ridley, Chair 

 













 

 

 

 Memorandum 

 To:     Parks & Recreation Committee, Council, Mayor, City Manager,   

                                         City Law Director, City Finance Director, Department Supervisors,      

      Media 

 From:   Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 

 Date:    6/9/2015 

 Re:    Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting Cancellation 

 The regular Parks & Recreation Committee meeting scheduled for Monday,  

            June 15 at 6:15pm has been CANCELED due to lack of agenda items. 

 



   

 

 
 
 
 

Memorandum 

To: Healthcare Cost Committee, Council, Mayor, City Manager, City Law Director, 

City Finance Director, Department Supervisors, Media 

From: Gregory J. Heath, Clerk of Council/Finance Director 

Date: 6/11/2015 

Re: Healthcare Cost Committee Meeting Cancellation 

The Healthcare Cost Committee meeting, regularly scheduled for Friday, June 19, 2015 at 

8:30am has been CANCELED at the direction of the Chair. 
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Energy prices relatively flat while 
natural gas prices continue to decline 
By Alice Wolfe – assistant vice president of power supply planning & alternative generation

Prices were largely flat this week after the amount of natural gas in stor-
age reported was significantly larger than expected and weather forecasts 
remain within a few degrees of average. With this increase, storage num-
bers are now 1 percent above the five-year average and 51 percent above 
the 2014 levels. 

July natural gas prices are down $0.09/MMBtu from last week, finish-
ing yesterday at $2.62/MMBtu. 2016 on-peak power prices at AD Hub 
rose slightly, finishing yesterday at $42.12/MWh which was $0.15/MWh 
higher for the week. 

AFEC weekly update
By Ryan Thompson – power supply planning engineer

AFEC was online almost all week with the only exception being Sunday 
when the plant was offline due to economic reasons. The plant operated at 
near base max for most days during the week.

Duct burners were used for a total of 11 hours this week and the plant 
ended the past seven days with a 59 percent load factor (based on 675 MW).

USEPA submits 111(d) Clean Power 
Plan final rule to OMB for review
By Cody Dill, PE – manager of environmental affairs

On Monday, June 1, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
submitted a final rule for its Section 111(d) Clean Power Plan to the White 
House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for interagency review. 
The Clean Power Plan sets emission guidelines addressing greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions from existing power plants.

The Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) within the OMB 
is responsible for the review of significant proposed and final rules from 
federal agencies before they are published in the Federal Register. OMB is 
limited to 90 days to complete its review; however, a finalized rule is ex-
pected to be released to the public in August. The information will not be 
publicly available until then. Additionally, a draft federal plan to imple-
ment the Clean Power Plan in states that do not submit a satisfactory state 
plan is expected to be released for review in the same timeframe. 

OMB has been reviewing USEPA’s separate rules for carbon dioxide emis-
sions from new and modified plants under Section 111(b) of the Clean Air 
Act since May. These rules are also at OMB and are expected to be finalized 
and recommended prior to the 111(d) rule, most likely in late July.

AMP rolls out new 
assistance program for 
APPA’s RP3 application
By Jennifer Flockerzie – technical services program coordinator

AMP is introducing a pi-
lot assistance program to 
help members complete 
the application for the 
American Public Power 
Association’s (APPA) Reli-
able Public Power Provider 
(RP3) designation. This new pilot program 
will be offered to five members on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

AMP will separate the RP3 application into 
small, manageable segments and send pilot 
members a few application questions per week 
over a several-month period. The pilot program 
will allow AMP staff to work directly with those 
members on a question-by-question basis. We 
will assess the results and consider offering this 
“small bites” approach to all AMP members.

We will continue to provide help to all mem-
bers in compiling and submitting their applica-
tions. This is the first year that the process will 
be offered online and AMP is prepared to assist 
members with the online APPA application.

The deadline to submit RP3 applications is 
Sept. 30, 2015. Members applying in 2015 will 
be designated in 2016 for a three-year term. 

There are 23 AMP and DEMEC members 
that currently hold the designation – nine an-
nounced in 2015 and 14 for 2014-16.

For further information on the pilot RP3 
assistance program, RP3 example documents 
and application questions, please contact me at 
jflockerzie@amppartners.org or 614.540.0853. 
Additional information is also available on the 
APPA website. 

mailto:jflockerzie%40amppartners.org?subject=RP3%20Pilot%20Program
http://www.publicpower.org/Programs/Landing.cfm?ItemNumber=31003&navItemNumber=37536
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On Peak (16 hour) prices into AEP/Dayton Hub

 Week ending June 5

MON TUE WED THU FRI
$35.23 $31.07 $29.91 $31.08 $31.04
 
 Week ending May 29

MON TUE WED THU FRI
$30.92 $47.35 $45.07 $39.83 $40.72

AEP/Dayton 2016 5x16 price as of June 5 — $42.12

AEP/Dayton 2016 5x16 price as of May 29 — $41.97

AMP kicked off its 2015 Lineworker training 
series this week with a Basic 1 course at AMP 
headquarters. Twelve (12) participants from 
nine members in Ohio, Michigan and Pennsyl-
vania were in attendance.

Designed for first-year apprentices as a sup-
plement to in-house training, this weeklong 
class provides an introduction and practice to 
climbing skills, as well as basic electrical theory, 
applied mathematics, first aid, safety, trans-
former basics and other preliminary skills.

For more information on AMP’s line-
worker series, please contact Jennifer Flocker-
zie, technical services program coordinator, at 
614.540.0853 or jflockerzie@amppartners.org. 

Basic 1 participants and instructors pictured are (from left): row one-Gary Shultz, safety consultant; Kent Brecheisen, 
Coldwater; John Foxhoven, St. Marys; Kevin Jackson, Zelienople; Christopher Rhodes, Cuyahoga Falls; James Tolley, 
Galion; Derick Wyrick, Montpelier; Kyle Nulk, Galion; Jim Eberly, OSHA/safety compliance coordinator; row two-Bob 
Rumbaugh, manager of technical training; Derek Backs, St. Marys; Kyle Wuebker, Minster; Brett Carlin, Montpelier; Chad 
Gechter, Kutztown; and Jacob Scheer, New Bremen.

Berlin, Maryland, staff teaches 
children about electrical safety
By Harry Phillips – director of marketing/member relations

Several Berlin Electric Utility Department staff members 
were on hand to demonstrate electrical safety to area chil-
dren using a “Power Town” display as part of a community 
outreach event on May 30. 

The second annual Touch a Truck Day was held at Ste-
phen Decatur Park in Berlin, Maryland, and featured ve-
hicles from police, fire, electric, water resources and public 
works departments.

I also attended as an AMP representative and was able 
to share information about the organization with the resi-
dents of Berlin. The Town of Berlin became an AMP mem-
ber in February 2015 and has a population of about 4,500.

Tim Lawrence, Berlin electric utility director, demonstrates electrical safety 
during the town’s Touch a Truck Day on May 30.

Lineworkers sharpen skills in AMP’s Basic 1 course 
By Bob Rumbaugh – manager of technical training

PMEA reception educates 
lawmakers on public power 
By Michael Beirne – assistant vice president of government affairs & publications

The Pennsylvania Municipal 
Electric Association (PMEA) 
held its annual legislative re-
ception on June 2 in Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania. Despite 
the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives completing 
their week’s work earlier in the day, the event was a suc-
cess and provides a strong foundation for future legislative 
work on energy issues. PMEA members were able to dis-
cuss the benefits of public power and educate lawmakers 
on Pennsylvania municipal electric providers. 

For more information about PMEA, please contact 
PMEA Executive Director Dave Woglom at 610.330.5856 
or woglomd@lafayette.edu, or PMEA President and 
Grove City Borough Manager Vance Oakes at vance@
grovecityonline.com or 724.458.7060.

mailto:jflockerzie%40amppartners.org?subject=Lineworker%20Training
mailto:woglomd@lafayette.edu
mailto:vance%40grovecityonline.com?subject=
mailto:vance%40grovecityonline.com?subject=
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Eldorado, AMP put safety first
Ed Baker, with the Village of Eldorado Municipal Light 

Department, demonstrates electric safety to local fifth grad-
ers on May 18. Jim Eberly, OSHA/safety coordinator, also 
gave a presentation to students using the Hazard Hamlet 
electrical safety display.

AMP announces promotions 
AMP is pleased to announce several 

promotions. Jared Price has been pro-
moted to assistant vice president of IT 
and chief technology officer (CTO); 
Gary Keffer has been promoted to direc-
tor of corporate health and safety; Beth 
Lander has been promoted to manager 
of human resources; and Charles Dob-
bins has been promoted to manager of 
SCADA and plant systems.

In his new role as AMP’s CTO, Price 
will be responsible for enterprise IT sys-
tems design, enterprise architecture and 
will continue to oversee SCADA/plant 
systems. One of his key tasks will be to 
oversee the continued progression of 
AMP’s “Smart Grid As A Service” (Host-
ed Solutions) offering for its members. 
Price joined AMP in 2011 and was 
named senior director of technology 
operations in 2013. He holds a bache-
lor’s degree from DeVry University and a 
master’s degree in business administra-
tion from the Keller Graduate School 
of Management. The chief information 
officer (CIO) and CTO job roles are fre-
quently confused, but there are clear dif-
ferences between the two. The AMP CIO 
role is focused on strategy, process and 
people. The AMP CTO position centers 
on policy, technology and architecture. 

Keffer joined AMP in 2013 as the 
environmental health and safety manager. With nearly 
20 years of health and safety experience, Keffer is an au-
thorized OSHA General Industry Outreach instructor, and 
a certified American Safety and Health Institute First Aid 
and CPR instructor. He holds a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Connecticut and a master’s degree from the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham.

In her new role, Lander will create a new employee 
orientation process and will conduct training on the per-
formance review process for new and existing staff. She 
joined AMP fulltime in 2012 and is a graduate of Robert 
Morris University.

Dobbins came to AMP in 2012 as a help desk specialist 
and was named plant systems administrator in 2013. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree from the Ohio State University 
and a master’s degree from Ohio Dominican University.

Please join us in congratulating Jared, Gary, Beth and 
Charles.

Gary Keffer

Jared Price 

Dill receives PE designation 
By Jolene Thompson – senior vice president & OMEA executive director

Manager of Environmental Affairs 
Cody Dill recently received his Profes-
sional Engineer (PE) designation from 
the National Council of Examiners for 
Engineering and Surveying, and will be 
registered in the state of Ohio.

As a PE, Dill will be able to stamp and 
seal designs, bid for government con-
tracts and perform consulting services, among other tasks. 

Dill joined AMP in 2010 and was promoted to his cur-
rent position in 2014. He is a native of Meigs County, 
Ohio, and holds a bachelor’s degree in biological engi-
neering from the Ohio State University.

Please join us in congratulating Cody.

Cody Dill

Beth Lander

Charles Dobbins 

News or Ads?
Call Krista Selvage at 
614.540.6407 or email to
kbselvage@amppartners.org
if you would like to pass 
along news or ads.

Calendar
June 5-10—APPA National Conference
Minneapolis, Minnesota

June 15-19—AMP Lineworker Intermediate class
AMP Headquarters, Columbus

July 7-9—AMP Hotline Training class
AMP Headquarters, Columbus

July 23—AMP Finance & Accounting 
Subcommittee meeting 
AMP Headquarters, Columbus

Aug. 29—AMP Lineworkers Rodeo
AMP Headquarters, Columbus

Aug. 31-Sept. 4—AMP Lineworker Basic 2 class
AMP Headquarters, Columbus

Sept. 28-Oct. 1—AMP/OMEA Conference
Hilton Columbus at Easton



w
w
w
.a
m
pp

ar
tn
er
s.
or
g

4

Am
er

ic
an

 M
un

ic
ip

al
 P

ow
er

 N
ew

sl
et

te
r

Classifieds
Marshall seeks utility engineer

The City of Marshall is now accepting applications for an 
Electric Utility Engineer. This position is responsible for the 
planning, engineering, design, and project management of 
electric utility system addition and improvement projects. 
The electric utility engineer is also responsible for the devel-
opment and technical management of electric utility SCADA 
and fiber optic systems. 

Position performs electric system load analysis and makes 
recommendations for proper utilization of system assets, 
operates and maintains the city’s GIS program and creates 
various Auto Cad Drawings. Starting pay $55,000 - $60,000 
DOQ plus benefits. Apply online at cityofmarshall.com. 
Deadline to apply is June 22, 2015. EOE M/F/H/V

City of Columbus accepts 
applications for open positions

The City of Columbus Department of Public Utilities is 
seeking qualified candidates for the following positions.

Safety Technician – Under general supervision, safety 
technician is responsible for implementing safety policies 
and procedures and ensuring compliance with all safety re-
lated requirements. This position will also perform related 
duties as required. Must have an associate’s degree in a safety-
related field and one year of experience in safety inspection, 
safety education or training, or safety program development 

or management, or safety engineering. Substitution(s): Ad-
ditional experience as specified may substitute for the edu-
cational requirement on a year-for-year basis. (30 semes-
ter/45 quarter credit hours equals one year). Must possess a 
valid driver’s license. Salary $39,020 - $51,376. 

Plant Maintenance Electrician I – Under general su-
pervision, this position is responsible for installing, main-
taining, troubleshooting, and repairing electrical equip-
ment (up to 15kV AC), wiring systems and accessories. Will 
perform related duties as required. Must have two years of 
experience installing and repairing three-phase electrical 
equipment in an industrial facility with voltages up to 2400 
volts. Substitution(s): Successful completion of a formal 
classroom or apprenticeship training program in the gener-
al principles of electricity may be substituted for six months 
of the required experience. Must possess a valid driver’s li-
cense. Salary $44,054 - $59,030.

To apply, candidates must first take the open competitive 
examination. Applications must be submitted to the 
Civil Service Commission by applying online at www.
csc.columbus.gov by June 10, 2015, for safety technician, 
and June 17, 2015, for plant maintenance electrician. Paper 
applications are available at the Civil Service Commission. 
Applicant Tracking is now managed by NEOGOV. If candidates 
do not already have a profile in NEOGOV, they will have to set 
up a new one in NEOGOV before submitting an application. 
Contact the Civil Service Commission at 614.645.8300 with 
questions. EOE see CLASSIFIEDS Page 5

The City of Salem, Virginia, hosted members from several 
AMP communities on June 4 for an AMP Finance & Ac-
counting Subcommittee meeting.

Dawn Lund, vice president of Utility Financial Solutions, 
started the meeting with a discussion on performing a fi-
nancial checkup for utilities. Lund covered a variety of fi-
nancial topics and best practices intended to provide a total 
picture of the overall condition of a utility. 

Lund was followed by Jim Moore, principal of Kensing-
ton Capital Advisors and AMP’s derivative adviser, who 
provided a primer on hedging bond financings. Specifically, 
Moore discussed how hedging is an important tool used to 
maximize savings for AMP project participants. 

Moore was followed by Alice Wolfe, AMP assistant vice 
president of power supply planning and alternative genera-
tion, who presented on AMP peaking projects. Specifically, 
Wolfe covered the AMP Solar Phase II and BTM Gas proj-
ects, and how they can be used to help AMP members with 
peaking needs. 

Chris Deeter, AMP assistant vice president finance and 
member credit compliance, followed Wolfe and discussed 
regulatory changes impacting the municipal securities 

Finance & Accounting Subcommittee Meeting covers 
issues regarding financial soundness for members
By Joe Regan – member credit compliance analyst

market. Specifically, Deeter covered the impact of recent 
changes in the SEC Municipal Advisor rules and what 
should be expected when a member is considering utiliz-
ing a municipal advisor. 

I finished out the day with a presentation on the AMP 
credit scoring program. Specifically, I discussed the pro-
gram and provided insight on a few things AMP mem-
bers can do to strengthen their credit scores. Addition-
ally, I went over how rating agencies use the AMP credit 
scoring program by providing examples of recent rating 
agency releases that mention the AMP credit scoring pro-
gram in their reviews. 

The next Finance & Accounting Subcommittee meeting 
will be held July 23 at AMP. In lieu of our regular 
agenda, this will be a special daylong workshop titled 
Financial Assessment for Electric Utilities Workshop. The 
workshop will be taught by Dawn Lund, who also leads 
the workshop for the American Public Power Association 
(APPA). All interested parties from municipalities are 
welcome to attend. Please RSVP to either me at jregan2@
amppartners.org or 614.540.6913, or Chris Deeter at 
cdeeter@amppartners.org or 614.540.0848.

http://cityofmarshall.com
http://www.csc.columbus.gov
http://www.csc.columbus.gov
mailto:jregan2%40amppartners.org?subject=
mailto:jregan2%40amppartners.org?subject=
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Minster offers transformer for sale
The Village of Minster is offering 

for sale a McGraw-Edison Substation 
Transformer. The three-phase trans-
former was manufactured in 1988 and 
is rated at 10,000 to 12,500 KVA. It is 
copper wound and has a primary volt-
age of 70,600 volts and a secondary 
voltage of 13,717 volts with 16 taps. 
The unit is filled with non-PCB min-
eral oil with a total weight of 70,670 
pounds. The length of the transformer 
is 11 feet with radiators. Depth with radiators is 12 feet. The 
unit measures 16 feet 4 inches to the top of the bushings.

The Village of Minster has set a minimum acceptable price 
of $45,000.00 for the unit. Additional information can be 
obtained by contacting Electrical Superintendent John Neu-
man at 419.305.2971. 

AMP accepts applications 
for open positions

American Municipal Power, Inc. (AMP) is seeking appli-
cants for the following positions. For complete job descrip-
tions, please visit the “careers” section of the AMP website or 
email to Teri Tucker at ttucker@amppartners.org. 

Vice President of Transmission – This position will 
participate in the appropriate RTO (MISO, PJM, etc.) 
stakeholder committees as an advocate of AMP related to 
transmission and reliability; develop strategies related to 
influencing, interpreting, and implementing the rules and 
regulations developed by FERC and RTOs; keep staff and 
members abreast of regulatory issues which impact trans-
mission, ancillary services and wholesale markets. 

Candidates must have a four-year accredited degree in 
engineering; licensed Professional Engineer preferred. Must 
have a minimum of 15 years of utility experience in trans-
mission operation, planning or transmission tariff analy-
sis. Knowledge of PJM and MISO transmission expansion 
processes preferred and must have a working knowledge of 
the wholesale electric energy marketplace and the impact of 
transmission.

Belleville Plant Operator – This position functions as 
a control room operator, starting and stopping units, coor-
dinating unit discharge rates, monitoring and maintaining 
upstream pool, taking and reporting hourly readings of dis-
tribution metering, unit blade positions, unit temperatures, 
and dissolved oxygen monitoring equipment. Also cleans 
debris from intake screens, acknowledges and responds 
to faults or alarms, performs other plant maintenance on 
equipment throughout the plant. Candidates should have 
a two- or four-year degree in mechanical or electrical engi-
neering or engineering technology and two years of experi-
ence in plant operations, or; three to five years of experience 
in power plant operations. Experience with Allen Bradley 
PLCs and welding experience are helpful.

CLASSIFIEDS continued from Page 4

American Municipal Power, Inc.
1111 Schrock Road l Suite 100

Columbus, Ohio 43229
614.540.1111 l FAX 614.540.1113

www.amppartners.org

Power Supply Planning Engineer I – This position 
will assist in resource portfolio planning and market anal-
ysis for AMP member municipal electric systems. This in-
cludes presentations of power supply positions and strate-
gies to internal staff and members. Candidates must have 
a four-year degree in engineering, business or economics. 
Prior work experience in operations/engineering with an 
electric utility, utility consultant, or major electric supplier 
is preferred, but not required. 

Information Systems Intern – This position moni-
tors the IT Support Application, resolves as many tickets 
as possible, and assigns remaining tickets to second level 
support. Also provides network preventative maintenance 
services to ensure network integrity, assists with acquisi-
tion and deployment of hardware, software and services, 
monitors and reviews system generated alerts, and per-
form and maintain inventories. Candidates must be cur-
rently enrolled at an accredited college or university.

City of Bowling Green seeks 
wastewater collection operator

Bowling Green Water Distribution & Wastewater Collec-
tion Division is seeking a Wastewater Collection Equip-
ment Operator. This position is responsible for maintain-
ing and repairing municipal sewers, installing new storm 
and sanitary lines and performing lift station maintenance. 

Operates jet, TV and dump trucks, backhoes, jack ham-
mers, tapping machines, air monitors, concrete saws and 
flow meters; uses hand tools; repairs blacktop, concrete, 
manholes, and catch basins; and performs other related 
duties as assigned. Work is performed outdoors in con-
fined spaces in proximity to sewage; night, weekend and 
holiday work. 

High school diploma or equivalent; Class B Commer-
cial Driver’s License with Tanker Endorsement; one to 
three years of relevant experience; or any combination 
of experiences which provides the required skill sets to 
perform the essential functions of the job. A copy of the 
job description will be provided to applicants. Qualified 
persons must complete an application that is available in 
the Personnel Dept of the City of Bowling Green, 304 N. 
Church St., Bowling Green, OH 43402-2399. The applica-
tion is also available online here.

Resumés alone will not be considered. Telephone: 
419.354.6200; Fax 419.352.1262; email: BGPersonnel@
bgohio.org. The deadline for making application is 4:30 
p.m. June 15, 2015. (BGEO Pay Grade 5: $19.51 - $24.92 
per hour) AA/EEO

https://workforcenow.adp.com/jobs/apply/posting.html?client=mesa
http://www.bgohio.org/departments/personnel-department/employment-opportunities
mailto:BGPersonnel%40bgohio.org?subject=
mailto:BGPersonnel%40bgohio.org?subject=
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About AMP
American Municipal Power, Inc. (AMP) is the nonprofit wholesale power supplier 
and services provider for 132 members, including 131 member municipal electric 
systems in Ohio, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Virginia, Kentucky, West Virginia, 
Indiana and Maryland; as well as the Delaware Municipal Electric Corporation, 
a joint action agency with nine members headquartered in Smyrna, Delaware. 
Combined, these members’ utilities serve more than 637,000 customers.



BEHIND: Meldahl, October 2011 – courtesy of VOITH
COVER: Meldahl, June 2013 – courtesy of Aerial Innovations of TN Inc.

The AMP hydro projects represent a long-term commitment by 
Oberlin and its fellow AMP member systems to environmentally-

responsible, sustainable and cost-competitive electricity 
generation. These projects demonstrate the value of local 

municipal ownership and control by fulfilling our communities’ 
desires for clean and renewable sources of power.

–Steve Dupee
Director of the Oberlin Municipal Light & Power System, Oberlin, Ohio

Chair, AMP Board of Trustees

“
”



Hydroelectric Projects

AMP member municipal electric systems have long 
recognized the many benefits associated with 

hydroelectric generation – with a combination of existing 
and new facilities set to play a key role in a balanced and 
diversified resource portfolio that will be on average 21 
percent renewable when current construction is complete. 
AMP is in the later stages of construction on four run-of-
the-river hydro projects at existing U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers locks and dams along the Ohio River. With run-
of-the-river facilities, a portion of the water that normally 
would flow through the dam is diverted to the generation 
facility and river ecology remains un-impacted. This 
significantly minimizes any environmental impacts. The 
AMP projects are being built at existing locks and dams, 
which were constructed decades ago for navigation, to 
control river levels and to allow for hydro development.

The four projects under various stages of construction and 
commissioning – Cannelton, Meldahl and Smithland in 
Kentucky and Willow Island in West Virginia – will add 
more than 300 megawatts (MW) of new hydropower. This 
represents the largest deployment of new run-of-the-river 
hydro in the nation.

When complete, these projects will join the other hydro 
in AMP’s portfolio, including the 42-MW Belleville 
Hydroelectric plant located at the Belleville Locks and Dam 
on the Ohio River, the 70.2-MW Greenup Hydroelectric 
Plant, and a portion of the output from hydroelectric plants 
on the Niagara and St. Lawrence rivers as part of the New 
York Power Authority (NYPA).

AMP owns the Meldahl project through a separate wholly 
owned limited liability company. AMP is developing the 
project with the member community of Hamilton, Ohio, 
which originally procured the development license from the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Hamilton 
retains the rights for a 51.4 percent share of the energy 
output from the facility, with AMP taking the remaining 
output for the 48 other AMP members participating in the 
project. AMP will also acquire a portion of the existing 70.2-
MW Greenup hydroelectric generating facility, currently 
owned by the City of Hamilton, also on the Ohio River.

“
”

We are taking the next 
step in helping secure 
an energy future for 
generations to come.

–Marc Gerken, P.E.
AMP President & CEO



Sustainable

Hydropower meets AMP’s long-term sustainability 
goals by balancing economic, environmental and 

social considerations. 

AMP’s hydro projects will maximize opportunities 
and minimize risks for participating AMP members. 
Hydro has no dependency on fuel, which means no 
hedging exposure, carbon emissions, or counter-party or 
transportation risks. There is also limited regulatory risk 
compared to fossil or nuclear resources. Participating AMP 
members will benefit from the reduced risk exposure to 
future U.S. Environmental Protection Agency carbon and 
other regulations.

Affordable

Hydropower is a long-term benefit. Hydro projects 
are capital intensive, but last a long time. These 

projects have an estimated life of 80 to 100 years, with 
the debt service scheduled to run out in 30 to 35 years. It 
is anticipated that participating members will experience 
$35/MWh energy and capacity going forward once the 
debt service is paid off.

According to a recent job study performed by Navigant 
Consulting for the National Hydropower Association 
(NHA), 23,000 to 60,000 MW of new capacity could be 
installed by 2025, creating 230,000 to 700,000 jobs.

AMP members received municipal preference from FERC 
during the licensing process. By using take-or-pay contracts 
with participating member utilities, AMP received 
favorable interest rates – lowering the overall project costs. 
AMP also benefitted from the use of Build America Bonds 
(BABs) and Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs) for 
hydro development.

Willow Island, August 2013



Cannelton Hydroelectric Plant

Cannelton Facts
• 84-MW run-of-the-river project on the Cannelton Locks and Dam, located on the Ohio River, near Hawesville, 

Kentucky, approximately 1.5 hours from Louisville, and across the river from AMP member Cannelton, Indiana.

• The project is currently under construction on the Kentucky side of the river.

• 520 construction jobs (peak) were created over four-year construction.

• As of spring 2015, the facility is partially staffed and filling remaining positions with commissioning under way.

• Excavation and cofferdam construction started May 2009.

• Powerhouse construction started June 2011.

• Formal ground breaking took place Aug. 5, 2009. The event featured Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear, Congressman 

Brett Guthrie, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), FERC, and state and local officials.



LEFT: December 2014
ABOVE: May 2013 looking downstream
BELOW: The AMP Board of Trustees, committee members and staff tour 
the Cannelton hydro project construction site in July 2012 – courtesy of 
Tuttle Images

Hydro Facts

Hydropower is a low-cost source of renewable electricity and is 
among the most cost-effective energy sources across the board. 
Electricity from hydro is not subject to unpredictable price 
swings in the markets for energy commodities.

When work on AMP’s hydro projects is 
complete, participating members will have 
– on average – 16 percent hydro in their 
energy portfolios.

With hydro, there is no fuel 
to buy and no waste in need 
of disposal.



Meldahl Hydroelectric Plant

Meldahl Facts
• 105-MW run-of-the-river project on the Captain Anthony Meldahl Locks and Dam, located on the Ohio River, 

near Maysville, Kentucky, approximately one hour from Cincinnati.

• The project is under construction on the Kentucky side of the river.

• 428 construction jobs (peak) were created over four-year construction.

• As of spring 2015, the facility is fully staffed (Hamilton employees) and commissioning is under way.

• Excavation and cofferdam construction began May 2010.

• Powerhouse construction began August 2011. 

• Transmission line was approved by Ohio Power Siting Board in November 2011.

• AMP is developing the project with the member community of Hamilton, Ohio, which originally procured the 

development license from FERC. Hamilton retains the rights for a 51.4 percent share of the energy output from 

the facility, with AMP taking the remaining output for the 48 other AMP members participating in the project.

• A formal groundbreaking was held June 29, 2010, featuring Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear, USACE, FERC, and 

state and local officials.



LEFT: March 2013
ABOVE: October 2014 – courtesy of Aerial Innovations of TN Inc.

American Municipal Power is tapping the 
incredible Ohio River to produce green, 

renewable and sustainable energy, giving us 
hope that economic success and national 

security will be ours for some time to come.

–Governor Steve Beshear
Kentucky

“
”



ABOVE: October 2011 – courtesy of VOITH Hydro
BELOW: December 2012

Smithland Hydroelectric Plant

Smithland Facts
• 72-MW run-of-the-river project on the 

Smithland Locks and Dam, located on the Ohio 

River, near Smithland, Kentucky approximately 

3.5 hours southwest of Louisville.

• The project is under construction on the 

Kentucky side of the river.

• 424 construction jobs (peak) were created over 

four-year construction.

• Estimated number of permanent jobs is 7-9.

• Excavation and cofferdam construction began 

April 2010.

• Powerhouse construction began April 2012.

• Formal groundbreaking was held Sept. 1, 2010, 

featuring Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear and 

Congressman Ed Whitfield, USACE, FERC, and 

state and local officials.



ABOVE: September 2010 – Smithland groundbreaking ceremony (from 
left): Rep. Ed Whitfield (R-KY), chair of the Energy and Power Subcommit-
tee, AMP President/CEO Marc Gerken and Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear
BELOW: July 2014 – courtesy of MWH

Hydro Facts

A hydroelectric facility’s pow-
erhouse is as tall as a 10-story 
building and the width of a 
football field.

Concrete, slow rotational speed of turbines 
and use of stainless steel all contribute to the 
longevity of hydroelectric facilities.

Hydropower is a 100 percent renewable resource that can 
forecast a day ahead. The resource gives AMP about a 60 to 
65 percent capacity factor.



ABOVE: August 2014 – courtesy of 1800topsites.com
BELOW: December 2012

Willow Island Hydroelectric Plant

Willow Island Facts
• 35-MW run-of-the-river project on the Willow Island 

Locks and Dam, located on the Ohio River, near St. 

Marys, West Virginia, approximately one hour from 

Parkersburg.

• The project is under construction on the West Virginia 

side of the river.

• 485 construction jobs (peak) were created over four-year 

construction.

• Estimated number of permanent jobs is 7-9.

• As of spring 2015, operator interviews and commis-

sioning are under way.

• Excavation and cofferdam construction started June 2011.

• Powerhouse construction began December 2012.

• Formal groundbreaking took place July 21, 2011. The 

event featured West Virginia Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin, 

USACE, and state and local officials.



This generation and the 
next will benefit from AMP’s 
commitment and foresight to 
meet our needs with limited 

environmental disturbance; and 
for that I am grateful.

–Governor Earl Ray Tomblin
West Virginia

“
”

ABOVE: June 2014
BELOW: August 2013



Belleville Hydroelectric Plant

Belleville Facts
• 42-MW run-of-the-river plant is located at the Belleville Locks and Dam on the Ohio River near Belleville, 

West Virginia, on the West Virginia side of the river.

• The plant began commercial operation in 1999 and employs eight full-time staff members.

• AMP currently operates the Belleville Hydroelectric Plant on behalf of a joint venture of 42 AMP member 

communities that collectively own the facility.

• Facility annually contributes $2.5 million – $3 million to the local economy, which includes an annual in-lieu-

of-taxes payment in excess of $800,000 to the schools and local government.

• In April 2010, NHA honored the Belleville plant staff with an Outstanding Stewards of American Waterways 

Award for Operational Excellence. The staff was honored for its safety program that yielded more than 150,000 

work hours without a lost-time or reportable incident over the last 10 years.

• The facility’s cost of power is significantly less than anticipated in the original feasibility study. Actual delivered 

cost to participants has averaged approximately 34 percent below anticipated levels from 2002-2012.

• 2014 was the second consecutive record-setting year of performance for the facility. Belleville’s generation was 

304,007 MWh, which exceeded the previous record – set in 2013 – by 7,773 MWh. 

• The facility is outperforming feasibility study estimate projections. In just under 16 years of operation, the 

Belleville project has surpassed its 4 millionth net megawatt hour delivered to participating communities. The 

milestone was crossed on Feb. 3, 2015 – six months faster than projected.



Energy portfolio diversity, low-
emission resources and long-term 

planning are a critical part of 
meeting our customers’ long-term 
needs. In 2016, over 20 percent of 

the energy needed to meet demands 
will come from our hydro projects.

–Jeff Brediger
Director of Utilities, Orrville, Ohio
Vice Chair, AMP Board of Trustees

“
”

Belleville plant operators use the log grabber to 
clear debris from the powerhouse intake.



Greenup Hydroelectric Plant

Greenup Facts

• 70.2-MW power plant located near Portsmouth, Ohio.

• The project is on the Ohio side of the river.

• The plant began commercial operation in May 1982.

• AMP will acquire 48.6 percent ownership of facility (34 MW), currently owned 

by the City of Hamilton, once the Meldahl project is complete.

• The facility is staffed by 13 Hamilton employees.

Courtesy of the Greenup Hydroelectric Plant



Proposed Project

AMP (on behalf of the City of Wadsworth, Ohio) is 
pursuing a 50-MW potential run-of-the-river hydro 
project adjacent to the Robert C. Byrd Locks and Dam, 
located on the Ohio River, near Gallipolis, Ohio. AMP 
has been working with member community Wadsworth, 
Ohio, on this project, which would be constructed on 

Nine AMP member communities individually own hydro facilities, totaling more than 65 MW. 

Bedford, Virginia: 5 MW
Bryan, Ohio:  4.7 MW
Columbus, Ohio:  5 MW
Danville, Virginia:  11.1 MW
Hamilton, Ohio:  1.5 MW

Marshall, Michigan:    0.320 MW
Martinsville, Virginia:    1.3 MW
New Martinsville, West Virginia:  36 MW
Union City, Michigan:   0.375 MW

The Auglaize Dam in Bryan, Ohio – courtesy of the City of Bryan

Existing Projects

the Ohio side of the Ohio River. AMP is currently 
reviewing FERC’s environment assessment. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service has requested the opening 
of consultations under the Endangered Species Act 
and depending on when this is complete, a FERC 
license issuance would follow.



Cannelton Hydro Plant
Estimated Capacity = 84 MW

IN

KY
Cairo

Louisville

IL

MO

Smithland Hydro Plant
Estimated Capacity = 72 MW

Meldahl Hydro Plant
AMP and Hamilton
Estimated Capacity = 105 MW

TM

*AMP and member-owned hydro 

generation on the Ohio River
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Cincinnati

Pittsburgh

Belleville Hydro Plant
Existing/Member Owned
Commercial Operation Date: 1999
Capacity = 42 MW

Greenup Hydro Plant
Existing/AMP and Hamilton
Commercial Operation Date: 1982
Capacity = 72 MW

RC Byrd Hydro Plant
Proposed project: AMP and Wadsworth

Hannibal Hydro Plant
Existing/Member Owned
Commercial Operation Date: 1988
Capacity = 36 MW

Willow Island 
Hydro Plant
Estimated Capacity = 35 MW

Huntington



American Municipal Power, Inc.
1111 Schrock Road, Suite 100
Columbus, Ohio 43229
614.540.1111

www.amppartners.org

For more information contact:
Kent Carson, Senior Director 
of Media Relations and 
Communications Programs
kcarson@amppartners.org
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Trends: Technology, economic and regulatory 

Communities should be aware of latest industry trends as utility sector faces transformation

ONNECTIONSPUBLIC POWER

Technology, economic and 
regulatory trends all contrib-

ute to making the electric utility 
industry an ever-changing field.

Advances in solar technology are 
making solar generation more af-
fordable and popular. Installed 
solar capacity grew 77 percent from 
2010-2013, according to the Envi-
ronment America Research & Pol-
icy Center, and a recent report by 
the Solar Energy Industries Asso-
ciation states that solar accounted 
for 36 percent of all new electricity 
generating capacity installed dur-
ing the first three quarters of 2014 
in the U.S. 

The modern technology of smart grid has also become more preva-
lent as utilities install meters that provide added benefits and op-
tions for customers and utilities. The automation of meter reading 
improves efficiency and reliability. Advanced metering infrastruc-
ture (AMI) is becoming popular, and some utility customers are even 
tailoring their daily energy consumption to reduce their monthly 
electricity bills.

The low price of natural gas is a current economic industry trend. This 
is causing a boom of natural gas plants being built to take advantage 
of these cheaper natural gas prices. It is also putting pressure on non-
gas entities (such as coal) to be competitive in their pricing. The AMP 
Fremont Energy Center (AFEC) is a natural gas combined cycle facility 
that has been an excellent resource for AMP members since the price of 
natural gas is so low. These savings are being passed on to participating 
utilities’ customers.

Creating diversified energy portfolios is also a major economic in-
dustry trend for AMP members. Diversification is what contributes 

to the overall goal of providing 
stable rates. Increasing the number 
of ways a community gets its power 
avoids volatile hourly markets and 
protects against the “putting all 
your eggs in one basket” scenario. 
Communities are building port-
folios with diversified fuel types 
such as hydroelectric, wind, solar, 
natural gas, coal, landfill gas and 
behind-the-meter generation.

While there are a variety of regu-
latory issues facing the industry, 
the following are a few main rules 
you’ll likely hear about this year:

• The Mercury and Air Toxic 
Standards (MATS) are federal 

standards that require certain power plants to limit their emissions 
of toxic air pollutants. Originally issued in 2011, the standards took 
effect in 2015.

• The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) issued 
a proposed rule on national ambient air quality standard 
(NAAQS) for ozone in 2014 and is likely on the horizon as a fi-
nal rule in 2015. Ground-level ozone occurs both naturally and 
can also form due to emissions from industrial facilities, power 
plants, vehicle exhaust and chemical solvents. The NAAQS rule 
proposes a reduction from the current level of 75 parts per bil-
lion (ppb) to a level between 65 and 70 ppb. 

• The final rule of the USEPA’s carbon pollution emission guide-
lines for existing stationary units is also expected in 2015. 
Proposed in 2014, the rule aims to cut carbon emissions from 
existing power plants by 30 percent by 2030. This rule, often 
referred to as 111(d), is expected to have far-reaching impacts on 

electric utility resource planning and operations. 
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  SAFETY SPOTLIGHT

Many are opening windows to let the fresh air inside as the weather 

gets warmer, but it’s important to be mindful of window safety. Ac-

cording to a 2015 report by Safe Kids Worldwide, about eight chil-

dren under the age of five die each year from falling out a window, 

and more than 3,300 are injured seriously enough to go to the hospi-

tal. When opening windows for ventilation, make sure children can’t 

reach them. Consider installing ASTM-approved fall prevention de-

vices, which only allow a window to open a few inches.



Community projects put solar in new light

Developed in partnership with American Municipal Power, Inc.               www.amppartners.org 

Community solar is the idea that 
some customers may be will-

ing to pay to receive a portion of their 
power from a solar facility. Rather than 
each customer installing solar panels 
on their home or business, a single so-
lar facility is built, and customers sign 
up to take power from that facility. 

A community shared solar project al-
lows residents, organizations and busi-
nesses to access renewable energy ben-
efits from systems located at local sites 
with the technology, installation and operation costs shared by 
participants. The benefits are divided among the participants ac-
cording to their share.  This structure allows individuals or organi-
zations who are incapable of installing renewable energy options 
on their own property to take advantage of building larger systems 
as a combined group for a cheaper cost per killowatt. Community 
solar projects provide benefits by:

• Capturing economies of scale and building solar more cost-
effectively than customers could build individually

•  Making it easy for customers –
nothing to install, nothing to break 
on their system, no panels they have 
to insure or take on and off their roof

•  Requiring no updates to residential
building or zoning codes

•  Offering a single point of power
injection, which means protection 
for utility employees

•  Providing the utility experience in
distributed generation and control 
of the system, including operations 
and maintenance

• Enabling customers who cannot install solar to still gain the 
benefits of it (economically constrained, renters, no or poor 
solar access due to shading or building orientation)

American Municipal Power, Inc. (AMP) is in the discovery phase of 
launching new community solar projects. The goal is to build solar 
generation to meet a portion of AMP members’ capacity and peak 
energy needs. 
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A power surge is the result of an 

increase in voltage or electrical 

pressure. The most common causes of 

internal power surges are high-powered 

electrical devices that require a lot of 

energy to run components such as 

compressors and motors. The culprits 

are mainly elevators, air conditioners 

and refrigerators. When one of these 

devices goes to switch on it causes 

a brief, but large demand for power 

and this can upset the steady flow of 

electricity.

Smaller devices such as a hair dryer 

or power tools can also cause internal 

power surges. External surges are 

generally the result of downed power 

lines. If lightning strikes near a 

power line, it can significantly boost 

the electrical pressure and cause a 

massive surge. 

WHAT IS?: POWER SURGE

Small internal surges actually occur 
quite frequently just from everyday 
activity, and while they don’t leave any 
outward evidence, they can take a toll 
on electronic products over time.

A surge protector is exactly what its 
name suggests – a piece of equipment 
that protects electrical devices from 
power surges. When voltage spikes, the 
protector redirects the excess energy 
away from the connected device(s). It’s 
recommended to use a surge protector 
for any high-end electronic equipment, 
such as computers and televisions, as 
it will generally extend the lives of the 
devices.

There are several types of surge 
protectors. Some of the most common 
are:

• A whole house (or point-of-entry) 
protector defends the entire house 

or building from external surges 

and is installed at the main panel.

• A wall-mount functions like a 

standard electrical outlet, but has 

a built-in surge protector.

• The surge protector strip is the 

most widely used and is plugged 

into a standard electrical outlet.

• A battery backup (or uninterrupt-

ible power supply) provides instant 

backup power to connected devic-

es if there is a power failure. Most 

provide surge protection as well.

A surge protector will likely not stand 

up to lightning, however. The best 

protection is to unplug your devices 

during a lighting storm if possible. It 

is your responsibility to protect your 

devices. Only you will be accountable 

if your equipment is damaged as the 

result of a surge.
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