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AGENDA Finance and Budget Committee
Approval of Minutes

Review of First Quarter Budget Adjustments

AGENDA Safety and Human Resources Committee
Approval of Minutes

Annual Wellness Checks

AGENDA Civil Service Commission

AGENDA

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

the road shall remain completely open during the Henry County Fair from Thursday,
August 8, 2019 through Friday, August 16, 2019

To:     
cc:
From:
Regarding:
Date:



Daylight Saving Begins

Notes:

March 2019

10:00 am Special Civil
Service Commission



Tax Day (Taxes Due) Good Friday
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Notes:

5:00 pm Planning Comm.

6:45 pm Public Hearing      

6:30 pm Housing Council     

7:00 pm City Council     

6:15 pm BOPA 5:00 pm Planning Comm. 11:00 am Bid Openings (3)   
6:15 pm Electric Comm 4:30 pm BZA    

8:00 am Healthcare Cost 
Committee

7:30 pm Muni Properties      

7:00 pm Water/Sewer Comm    

6:00 pm Parks Rec Comm      

7:00 pm City Council     

6:00 pm Tree Commission    CITY OFFICES CLOSED

4:30 pm Civil Service 6:30 pm Parks & Rec Board   

6:30 pm Finance & Budget     

7:30 pm Safety & Human 
Resources

10:00 am Arbor Day 
Celebration at Oakwood Park     
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 you can’t use money to lobby 
but you can have a figure to lobby for the City
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OML UPDATE AT-A-GLANCE

Here are the top three things you need to know from this past week:

Gov. DeWine declared a state of emergency for 37 counties due to severe weather
damage on Ohio's roads and bridges. This declaration will give the state access to
federal funds for much needed repairs.

The city of Columbus has filed a lawsuit against the state of Ohio to stop the
enactment of HB228, Ohio's new "stand your ground" legislation from the
previous General Assembly. The lawsuit asks the court to decide whether or not
specific provision of the law violates the Ohio Constitution and specifically
municipal Home Rule authority. Columbus is challenging the ability of the state
to preempt the ability of Ohio municipalities from enacting local gun ordinances.

The League will be holding our Lobbying Day on Wednesday, March 27 at the
Statehouse in Columbus. If you are interested in attending, contact Zoë Wade at
zwade@omlohio.org. You can also register on our website by clicking HERE.

 

SENATE PASSES TRANSPORTATION BUDGET WITH 6 CENT GAS TAX
INCREASE 

Last night, the Senate passed their version of the Sub. HB 62, the Transportation
Budget, by a vote of 24-6. It is important to note that this is not the final outcome of this
issue. The Senate will send their version of the bill to the Ohio House for concurrence,
where it will not be accepted and thus it will be sent to a conference committee. In
conference committee, the differences between the proposals offered by the Governor,
Ohio House and Ohio Senate can be worked out. The bill has a constitutional deadline
for passage set at March 31st.  Click HERE for a comparison document between the
House and the Senate-passed version of Sub. HB 62.

Here are the changes made by the Senate that impact municipalities:

Reduced the gas tax increase proposed by the Ohio House from 10.7 cents to 6
cents for both motor fuel and diesel. Municipalities would split $77.53 million a
year in new gas tax revenue.

Retained the change in distribution of new revenue between the state and local
governments at 55% to the state and 45% to local governments. Current law
provides for a 60/40 split between state and locals.
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Reduced public transit funding from $100 million to $46.5 million each year.

Added back provisions allowing municipalities to levy an additional $5 licensing
fee. (This had been removed in a previous omnibus amendment.)

Decreases fees from $200 to $175 and fees for hybrid vehicles from $100 to $74
and delaying the effective date until Jan. 1, 2020. The fees will be distributed via
the motor fuel tax (MFT) formula.

Removes the provisions transferring $5 million each year from the Oil and Gas
well fund to various political subdivisions.

Eliminates the proposed $250,000 Catastrophic Snowfall Fund.

Reverts the appropriations for the 629 Roadwork Development Fund to the as-
introduced amount of $15.2 million per fiscal year.

Removes provisions of the bill related to low-speed scooters.

Removes all provisions regarding traffic cameras and other associated language.

Removes the provision that changes the MFT distribution of any new revenues for
townships.

 

During Tuesday morning's hearing, the Senate Transportation Committee received
testimony from the League's Board President and Sidney Mayor Mike Barhorst,
Riverside Mayor Bill Flaute, President of the League's Ohio Mayors Association and
Executive Director Kent Scarrett. You can read each of their testimonies HERE. Each
League representative testified in support of the Governor's as-introduced provisions, in
particular the 18-cent gas tax increase.

The League thanks the Senate for the work they have done on the issues that have
concerned our members. As stated previously, the bill will be assigned to a conference
committee, where leadership in both the House and the Senate will determine what the
final version of the Transportation Budget looks like. The League urges leadership in the
House and the Senate to reinstate the Governor's proposed 18-cent gas tax increase.
Each cent of the gas tax increase brings the state and local governments closer to being
able to repair potholes in roads, reinforce dangerous bridges and invest in new and
necessary infrastructure projects.

The League encourages our members to reach out to their legislative delegation in both
the Senate the House and voice their support of the 18-cent gas tax increase. The final
version of the Transportation Budget will be voted on next week, so it is imperative to
act quickly.

 

GOVERNOR DEWINE RELEASES STATE BUDGET PROPOSAL BLUEPRINT

Last Friday, Governor DeWine released his State Operating Budget proposal for FY 20-
FY 21.  You can access the "Blue Book" HERE to see details regarding the proposals in
the governor's plan.

It is important to note the Local Government Fund (LGF) did not receive a new
appropriation to replenish cuts from previous General Assemblies. Although the specific
language is not available yet and will most likely be released next week, it currently
appears that unlike the past two state operating budgets, the direct LGF municipal



3/22/2019 Ohio Municipal League Legislative Bulletin

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1105067396620&ca=01960183-ecfd-4cb4-bc10-1a51933595bf 3/6

distribution was not raided or diverted for other purposes or other political subdivisions
in Ohio.

Here are some of provisions related to local governments in the current budget proposal:

Authorizes local government to extend Tax Increment Financing (TIFs) terms up
to 30 years if the project is a larger, high-impact development.
Establishes Opportunity Zones for economically-distressed communities to attract
private investments and revitalize communities.
The Ohio Business Gateway will receive a 295% increase in funding for FY 20.
Invests in effective drug task force models made up of local, state and federal
authorities aimed at arresting drug traffickers and intercepting deadly drugs.
Provides local libraries with an additional $8.5 million over the biennium.
Increases the state's child protective allocation by $30 million per year.
Increasing state support for indigent defense by $60 million per year.
Allocates funding to create probation departments in courts that do not have one.

The League will alert out members when the language for the Governor's proposal for
the State Operating Budget has been released. We anticipate the language will be
released sometime next week. We look forward to working with the DeWine
administration and both legislative chambers to ensure the biennial budget properly
invests in Ohio's local cities and villages.

 

BILL TO ELIMINATE SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY RECEIVES OPPONENT
TESTIMONY

This week, representatives from local government entities across the state testified in
opposition to HB 27. The bill, sponsored by Rep. Ingram (D - Cincinnati), would
modify political subdivision liability for an employee's negligent operation of a motor
vehicle. The bill as written would virtually eliminate sovereign immunity for political
subdivisions except in the instance of a motor vehicle collisions that occurs during a
police car chase.

Witnesses objecting to the legislation included Rod Davidson, Obetz Village
Administrator who testified on behalf of the League. Davidson spoke of his personal
experiences to confirm that the bill would negatively impact emergency response times.
Also testifying on behalf of the League was Ashley Brewster, OML Director of
Communications and Garry Hunter, the League's general counsel submitted written
testimony. Others who provided testimony include Andrew Miler, assistant city attorney
for Columbus, OTA Executive Director Matt DeTemple and Pleasant Valley Joint Fire
District Chief Mark Kidd on behalf of the Ohio Fire Chiefs Association. You can read
all of the March 19, 2019 the testimonies HERE.

HB 27 would open municipalities up to copious amounts of frivolous lawsuits on the
grounds of negligence. The witnesses during Tuesday's hearing outlined how current
statue already fulfills the core intent of the bill by holding municipalities accountable for
paying damages when the driver of the emergency vehicle acts in a "willful or wanton"
manner. The law as written protects first responders while holding local governments
accountable without opening municipalities up to large numbers of lawsuits for
negligence.

If political subdivisions lost sovereign immunity, the lives of Ohioans would be
endangered as response times would substantially increase. It would also increase the
financial burden on many already struggling municipalities, particularly smaller
villages. Taxpayers would bear the burden of paying municipal court costs or damages.
Taxpayers would also suffer as municipal insurance premiums would rise, forcing many
municipalities to increase local taxes to help make ends meet.
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COMMITTEE RECAP: BILLS OF MUNICIPAL INTEREST

Here are the bills impacting municipalities that received committee hearings this week:

SB 12 - TRAFFIC CAMERAS. Sponsored by Sen. Craig (D - Columbus), would
make changes to the laws governing traffic law photo-monitoring devices, other
civil traffic violations, and related fines and fees. During its first hearing before
the Senate Local Government, Public Safety and Veterans Affairs Committee, the
bill's sponsor explained that the bill would cap fines, fees and other charges that
are in excess of or not included in a municipal or count court fines and costs. The
League is neutral on this legislation.

HB 75 - PROPERTY VALUES. Sponsored by Rep. Merrin (R - Monclova
Township), would require local governments that contest property values to
formally pass an authorizing resolution for each contest and to notify property
owners. During its second hearing before the House Ways and Means Committee,
proponents of the bill included the Ohio Real Estate Investor Association, the
Ohio Apartment Association and the Ohio Chamber of Congress. The League
does not support this legislation.

SB 33 - CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE. Sponsored by Sen. Hoagland (R -
Adena), would modify certain criminal offenses with respect to critical
infrastructure facilities and to impose fines and civil liability for damage to a
critical infrastructure facility. During its second hearing before the Senate
Judiciary Committee, proponents of the bill included the Ohio Chemistry
Technology Council, the Coalition of Ohio Regional Districts and the Ohio
Chamber of Commerce. The League is neutral on this legislation.

 

NEW BILLS OF MUNICIPAL INTEREST INTRODUCED 

Here are the bill impacting municipalities that were introduced this week:

HB 152 - TAX LEVY-SUBDIVISION CREATOR. Sponsored by Rep. Brinkman
(R - Cincinnati), would require certain subdivisions to obtain the approval of the
body that created the subdivision before levying a tax.

HB 139 - PHOTO MONITORING. Sponsored by Rep. Patton (R - Strongsville)
would prohibit a municipal corporation or township that does not operate either a
fire department or an emergency medical services organization from utilizing
traffic law photo-monitoring devices.

HB 140 - PHOTO MONITORING. Sponsored by Rep. Patton (R - Strongsville),
would prohibit a local authority with a population of 200 or fewer from utilizing
traffic law photomonitoring devices.

HB 141 - PHOTO MONITORING. Sponsored by Rep. Patton (R - Strongsville),
would prohibit a local authority, in any year, from issuing a total number of traffic
tickets based on the use of traffic law photo-monitoring devices that exceeds two
times the population of the local authority.

HB 142 - PHOTO MONITORING. Sponsored by Rep. Patton (R - Strongsville),
would prohibit a local authority from deriving more than 30 per cent of the total
annual revenue of the local authority from the issuance of tickets for traffic law
violations based on evidence recorded by traffic law photo-monitoring devices.
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HB 149 - PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION. Sponsored by Rep. Merrin (R -
Monclova Township), would enact the "Affordable Homebuilding and Housing
Act" to temporarily exempt from property tax the increased value of land
subdivided for residential development.

HB 159 - PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. Sponsored by Rep. Blessing (R -
Cincinnati), would regulate the use of indemnity provisions in professional design
contracts related to public improvements

 
COMMITTEE SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 25, 2019

Tuesday, March 26, 2019
HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS
Tue., Mar. 26, 2019, 3:00 PM, Hearing Room 116
Rep. Schaffer: 614-466-8100

 

HB76**
BALLOT LANGUAGE UNIFORMITY (MERRIN D) To enact the "Ballot Uniformity and
Transparency Act" to modify the form of election notices and ballot language for property tax
levies. 

 Second Hearing, Proponent Testimony
 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019
SENATE JUDICIARY
Wed., Mar. 27, 2019, 9:15 AM, North Hearing Room
Sen. Eklund: 614-644-7718

 

SB31**
PUBLIC RECORDS LAW EXEMPTION-EMERGENCY SERVICE
TELECOMMUNICATORS (ROEGNER K) To include emergency service telecommunicators as
individuals whose residential and familial information is exempt from disclosure under the Public
Records Law. 

 Second Hearing, Proponent Testimony, AMENDMENTS
 
 

HOUSE STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Wed., Mar. 27, 2019, 3:00 PM, Hearing Room 122
Rep. Wiggam: 614-466-1474

OR AFTER SESSION
 

HB84**
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS-SEWER LATERALS (HOLMES G) To expressly include, as eligible
projects under the State Capital Improvements Program, water and sewer laterals located on
private property. 

 First Hearing, Sponsor Testimony
 

 
PLEASE CHECK THE OML WEBSITE ON MONDAY FOR ANY UPDATES TO

THE COMMITTEE SCHEDULE
 

Ohio Municipal League Meetings & Trainings
  

OML/OMAA WEBINAR
ACA Penalty Webinar

 March 28, 2019

Registration Information

OML/OMAA WEBINAR
Collective Bargaining

April 11, 2019

Registration Information
 

 

Ohio Municipal League
  

Legislative Inquires: 
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OML UPDATAA E ATAA -TT A-GLANCE

Here are the top three things you need to know from this past week:

This morning, Governor DeWine unveiled his biennial State Operating BudgetWW
proposal. The actual text of the legislation will be released next week. You canYY
access the budget's "Bluebook" HERE, listing the administration's various budget
proposals and projects. The league is currently reviewing the document and the
specifics to be released next week to identify items impactful to municipalities.
We will share those budget items with our members in WW our next bulletin.

Gov. DeWine signed his first bill as governor this week. HB 86, which was "fast-WW
tracked" through the legislative process, was the result of a drafting error from
legislation passed in the 132nd General Assemblyd , creating the need to clarify thatyy
certain long-guns are not illegal in the state of Ohio.

The U.S. Economic Development Administration funded a study that estimated the closing of the
Lordstown GM Plan will reduce economic output by over $3 billion. The study estimated that state and
local tax revenue will see reductions of approximately $12.9 million.

BILL ELIMINATAA ING SOVERIGN IMMUNITY UP FOR THIRD
HEARING, OPPONENT TESTIMONY

A bill reintroduced from the previous General Assembly which almost virtually
eliminates sovereign immunity for police, fire and emergency vehicles of political
subdivisions is moving through the legislative process. As currently written, HB 27,
sponsored by Rep. Ingram (D - Cincinnati), would allow sovereign immunity
protections only to police pursuits when a person is fleeing from the commission of a
criminal offense, eliminating ff all other sovereign immunity protections for any other
safety service emergency runs. A copy of the bill's analysis and text can be found
HERE. 

Ohio Municipal League
Fri 3/15/2019 4:19 PM

To:TT Roxanne Dietrich <rdietrich@napoleonohio.com>;
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What can our members do? Come testify before the House Civil Justice Committee this
Tuesday at 3 p.m., call or write your state representative and senator and alert them TT of
the bill; urge them not to support the legislation, and also pass a Resolution opposing
HB 27. If you pass a Resolution, be sure to send copies to your legislators and the
league.

HB 27 is scheduled for opponent testimony in the House Civil Justice Committee
this TuesdayTT , Maryy ch 19th at 3 p.m. in Hearing Room 113 in the Ohio Statehouse.
For those that can join us and testify TuesdayTT , a written copy of the testimony should beyy
submitted to brandon.sagraves@ohiohouse.govg @ g  by 3 p.m. on Monday, March 18yy th.

Our members are encouraged to come testify before the committee and share with
legislators the impact the bill would have on their communities and the changes that
would have to be made in responding to public emergencies. If you cannot attend the
hearing, written testimony can be submitted to the committee via the address above.
For any questions about drafting or submitting testimony, please contact the League'syy
Director of Communications Ashely Brewster at abrewster@omlohio.gov@ g  or 614-221-
4349.

SENATAA E HEARINGS CONTINUE FOR
TRARR NSPORTRR ATT TAA ION BUDGET

This week, three hearings were held on Sub. HB 62, the Transportation Budget, beforeTT
the Senate Transportation, Commerce and WTT orkforce Committee. Many stakeholders inWW
transportation infrastructure testified to various portions of the bill. Representatives
from various public transit entities across the state testified to the need for more money
for transit in addition to the $100 million as allocated by the substitute version of the bill
passed by the House. Several county commissioners and county engineers explained the
need for more transportation funding than the bill allocates, with several asking for an
increase to the current 10.7-cent increase proposed in the bill. Mayor Kessler of Bexley
also testified regarding the proposed electric vehicle registration fee.

Ohio Department of Transportation DirTT . Marchbanks testified again on the need for
increased transportation infrastructure funding, saying the substitute version of the bill,
with its 10.7-cent increase, falls "far short of Ohio's real need." Dir. Marchbanks urged
the Senate to restore the gas tax increase to the 18 cents first proposed by Governor
DeWine.WW

The committee also heard from opponents to the bill, including representatives from the
Ohio Oil & Gas Association and the American Petroleum Institute, who testified against
the language redirecting $5 million from the Oil and Gas Fund to local governments
with at least one producing oil or gas well for infrastructure needs. The League is
supportive of that provision.

Testimony from the president of the Ohio Contractors Association spoke to theTT
importance of indexing the gas tax increase to inflation, saying it would fight off theff
"impacts of inflation which we do not control." The League is also supportive of
indexing.

Hearings on HB 62 will continue next week, with Dir. Scarrett and mayors from around
the state scheduled to testify. But time is running out for local officials to voice their
support of the Governor's original 18-cent gas tax increase. The bill must be sent to
the desk of Gov. DeWvv ine by the end of this month. We urge our members toWW
continue to contact their Senators and urge that the initial 18-cent gas tax increase
be restored.

This week we have begun sending out the League's Transportation InfrastructureTT
Statement, a study which explains the need for the 18-cent gas tax increase and
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identifies current municipal-specific statistics and needs of our communities for proper
and sustainable funding solutions for transportation infrastructure. We will continue toWW
send the statement to our full membership in the coming week. The statement can also
be found on our website at www.omlohio.org.

We continue to encourage our members to pass resolutions urWW ging the legislature to
enact a 18-cent gas tax increase and initiate other changes to generate more revenue for
local infrastructure. Our members can click HERE for a sample resolution for city
councils to reference if they have not already passed a resolution. To be most efTT fective,ff
we suggestion that communities that have passed a resolution to ensure they send a copy
to their state Representative, Senator, the Governor as well as the League.

GOVERNOR DEWINE OUTLINES WAWW TAA ER QUALITY
FUND ATAA IMPAPP CT OHIO CONFERENCE

Before unveiling his biennial budget plan, Gov. DeWine unveiled a fund he is proposingWW
to create to invest up to $900 million in water quality initiatives over the next 10 years.
The Governor outlined his plan at the Impact Ohio Conference in Toledo, which was inTT
part sponsored by the League.

The Governor's operating budget proposal, unveiled today, requests $85 million initiallyyy
for the H2Ohio fund. Future budgets would determine how much would be allocated for
the fund in the years to come. The fund would be used to support both land and water-
based restoration programs in addition to research and scientific study. This strategy
would be more effective than using a bond issue to address water quality challengesff in
Lake Erie and across the state, according to Gov. DeWine.WW

This is the second time the idea of a water quality fund has been addressed by Gov.
DeWine. The idea first came up during his State of the State address. During the speech,WW
he recognized that while creating this fund would not be inexpensive or easy, it wouldyy
be far less expensive in the long run than borrowing money to address Ohio's water
problems.

The League appreciates that the Governor recognizes the urgency of effectively andff
sustainably addressing the issue of water quality across the state and we look forward to
working with his administration to ensure local governments are fully funded and
equipped to improve water quality for communities across Ohio.

OML ATAA TENDS NATAA IONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES
CONGRESSIONAL CITY CONFERENCE

This week, the League's Board President Sidney Mayor Mike Barhorst, Executive
Director Kent Scarrett and Legal Counsel Garry Hunter attended the NLC'S
Congressional City Conference in Washington, D.C.WW

The annual conference is designed to educate municipal officials and NLC memberff
communities from across the country on current issues and programs impacting
municipalities nationwide, federal action that relate to the administration of municipal
government, provides a forum for municipal officials to educate their federalff
representatives on issues important to their constituent communities and to visit those
policymakers on Capitol Hill. The event had nearly 2,300 delegates from across the
country with 60 attending from Ohio.

Attendees are given the opportunity to hear presentations from legislators and thought
leaders from various areas of government addressing issues affecting cities acrossff
America. The main topics addressed at the conference were the issues of infrastructure,
affordable housing, the opioid epidemic and the FCC preemption of local control overff
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the installation of 5G technology in municipal rights-of-way. Other topics included best
practices for strengthening local communities and highlighting new funding
opportunities to support economic growth on the local level.

At the end of the event, attendees were able to meet with their legislative delegations to
Capitol Hill in meetings coordinated by NLC. These meetings gave local officials ff the
opportunities to share the specific concerns of their communities with their
congressional representatives.

The league greatly appreciates the time Congressmen Balderson, Davidson, Stivers,
Jordan and aides to Congressman Portman were able to provide President Barhorst and
Dir. Scarrett as they met in their legislative offices to discuss the future of Ohio's citiesff
and villages and the need to strength the partnership between the federal government
and our municipalities.

BILLS OF MUNICIPAPP L INTEREST VOTED OUT OF THE SENATAA E

Here is the piece of legislation impacting municipalities voted out by the Senate this
week:

SB 10 - THEFT IN OFFICE. Sponsored by Sen. Wilson (R - Maineville), wouldWW
expand the penalties for theft in office based on the amount stolen and to includeff
as restitution audit costs of the entity that suffered the loss. The bill was voted outff
of the Senate 32-0. The League supports this legislation.

BILLS OF MUNICIPAPP L INTEREST INTRODUCED

Here are the bills impacting municipalities that were introduced this week:

SB 105 - MASSAGE THERAPY. Sponsored by Sen Brenner (R - Powell), wouldYY
make changes to the massage therapy licensing law.

COMMITTEE UPDATAA E: BILLS OF MUNICIPAPP L INTEREST

Here are the bills of municipal interest that received committee hearings this week:

HB 27 - SUBDIVISION LIABILITY.YY  Sponsored by Rep. Ingram (D -
Cincinnati), would modify political subdivision liability for an employee's
negligent operation of a motor vehicle. During its second hearing before the
House Civil Justice Committee, a representative from the Ohio Association for
Justice and an attorney submitted proponent testimony. The League is opposed to
this legislation.

This bill will be up for a third hearing next week for opponent testimony. Ouryy
members are encouraged to submit written opponent testimony or testify in
person before the House Civil Justice Committee. This bill eliminates
sovereign immunity for municipalities and it is imperative the legislature
understand the extensive negative consequences this would have not only for
first responders, but for local communities as a whole. Please submit your
opponent testimony to brandon.sagraves@ohiohouse.govg @ g  by 3 p.m. on Monday,yy
March 18th. The hearing will be held on TuesdayTT , March 19yy th at 3 p.m. in Hearing
Room 113 in the Ohio Statehouse. For any questions about drafting or submitting
testimony, pleaseyy contact the League's Director of Communications Ashely
Brewster at abrewster@omlohio.gov@ g  or 614-221-4349.

SB 52 - CYBER SECURITY. Sponsored by Sen. Gavarone (R - Bowling Green),YY
would create the civilian cyber security reserve forces, make the Secretary of
State a member of the Homeland Security Advisory Council, require the Secretary
of State to appoint a chief information security officerff , require the boards of
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elections to audit election results, and make an appropriation. During its third
hearing before the Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee, the
committee adopted two amendments dealing with elections. The Ohio TownshipTT
Association submitted written proponent testimony. The League is supportive of
this legislation.

SB 50 - SOLID WASTE FEES. Sponsored by Sen. Eklund (R - Chardon), wouldWW
increase state solid waste disposal fee that is deposited into the Soil and WaterWW
Conservation District Assistance Fund, and make an appropriation. During its first
hearing before the Senate Finance Committee, the bill's sponsor explained that the
bill would create funding necessary for local soil and water conservation districts.
The League is still looking into this legislation.

SB 39 - MIXED-USE TAX CREDITTT . Sponsored by Sen. Schuring (R - Canton),
would authorize an insurance premiums tax credit for capital contributions to
transformational mixed-use development projects. During its first hearing before
the Senate Finance Committee, the bill's sponsor explained the bill is designed to
create a "unique tax credit that will help transform Ohio's downtowns with new
and robust economic development." The League is supportive of this legislation.

HB 47 - PROPERTY TRR AX COMPLAINTS. Sponsored by Sen. Greenspan (R -TT
Westlake), would increase the time within which property tax complaints must beWW
decided and to change the name of the Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation. During
its first hearing before the House Ways and Means Committee, the bill's sponsorWW
said the status quo does not allow enough time for county boards of revisions to
be compliant with state law. The League is neutral on this legislation.

HB 76 - ELECTION NOTICES. Sponsored by Rep. Merrin (R - Monclova
Township), would enact the "Ballot Uniformity and TTT ransparency Act" to modifyTT
the form of election notices and ballot language for property tax levies. During its
first hearing before the House Ways and Means Committee, the bill's sponsor saidWW
the bill clarifies existing ballot language by using the $100,000 standard used by
newspapers and other media outlets. The League is still looking into this
legislation.

SB 8 - OPPORTUNITY ZONES. Sponsored by Sen. Schuring (R - Canton),RR
would authorize tax credits for investments in an Ohio Opportunity Zone. During
its fourth hearing before the Senate Ways and Means Committee, theWW
Manufacturing Policy Alliance and the Ohio REALTLL ORS submitted testimony
supporting the amendment. The League is supportive of this legislation.

SB 31 - PUBLIC RECORDS. Sponsored by Sen. Roegner (R - Hudson), would
include emergency service telecommunicators as individuals whose residential
and familial information is exempt from disclosure under the Public Records Law.
During its first hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee, the bill's sponsor
said the bill creates and "additional layer of protection" similar to those
protections afforded to first respondersff The League is supportive of this
legislation.

CCCOMMITMOMMITOMMITTEE SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK OF MARULE FOR THE WTEE SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK OF MARTEE SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 18, 20188, 2018CH 18, 2018CH 18, 2018

TTuesday, March 19, 2019y

HOUSE FINANCE
TTue., Mar. 19, 2019, 9:00 AM, Hearing Room 313
Rep. Oelslager: 614-752-2438

TTestimony on the executive budget proposal from OBM Director Kimberly Murnieks, LSC Director MarkTT
Flanders and Tax Commissioner TT Jeff McClain.ff

SSENATAA E LOCAL GOVERNMENT,TT PUBLIC SAFETY AND VETERANS AFFAFF IRS
TTue., Mar. 19, 2019, 11:15 AM, North Hearing Room
SSen. Uecker: 614-466-8082

SSB12**TRAFFIC LAW PHOTAA O MONITORING (CRAIG H) To make changes to the laws governing trafTT ficff



3/18/2019 Mail - rdietrich@napoleonohio.com

https://outlook.office.com/owa/?realm=napoleonohio.com&exsvurl=1&ll-cc=1033&modurl=0&path=/mail/inbox/rp 6/7

law photo-monitoring devices, other civil traffic violations, and related fines and fees. ff
First Hearing, Sponsor TestimonyTT

SSB73**PEDESTRIANS IN CROSSWALKS (BRENNER A)WW To alter the law governing yielding toTT
pedestrians in crosswalks.
First Hearing, Sponsor TestimonyTT

HOUSE CIVIL JUSTICE
TTue., Mar. 19, 2019, 3:00 PM, Hearing Room 113
Rep. Hambley: 614-466-8140

HB27**PUBLIC MOTOR VEHICLE LIABILITY (INGRAM C) Y To modify political subdivision liability for anTT
eemployee's negligent operation of a motor vehicle. 
Third Hearing, All TestimonyTT

HOUSE WAWW YAA S AND MEANS
TTue., Mar. 19, 2019, 3:00 PM, Hearing Room 116
Rep. Schaffff er: 614-466-8100

HB75**PROPERTY VALUE CONTESTS (MERRIN D)VV To require local governments that contest propertyTT
vvalues to formally pass an authorizing resolution for each contest and to notify property owners.
Second Hearing, Proponent TestimonyTT

WWednesday, March 20, 2019yy

SSENATAA E JUDICIARYRR
WWed., Mar. 20, 2019, 9:15 AM, North Hearing Room
SSen. Eklund: 614-644-7718

SSB33**
CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITIES OFFENSES (HOAGLAND F)FF To modify certainTT
ccriminal offenses with respect to critical infrastructure ff facilities and to impose fines and civil liability
ffor damage to a critical infrastructure facility. 
Second Hearing, Proponent TestimonyTT

TThursday, March 21, 2019yy

HOUSE FINANCE
TThu., Mar. 21, 2019, 9:00 AM, Hearing Room 313
Rep. Oelslager: 614-752-2438

TTestimony on the executive budget proposal from Superintendent Paolo DeMaria, Chancellor RandyTT
Gardner, DRC Director Annette Chambers-Smith and DYS Director Ryan Gies.

PLEPPLEPLEASE CHECK THE OML WEBSITE MONDMONDASE CHECK THE OML WEBSITE MONDASE CHECK THE OML WEBSITE MONDAAAY FOR ANY UPDPDY FOR ANY UPDY FOR ANY UPDAAAAA AAATES TTES TTES TAAAAA O THE CO THE CO THE COMMITOMMITOMMITTEE SCHEDULEDTEE SCHEDULETEE SCHEDULE

Ohio Municipal League Meetings & TrTT ainings

OML Lobbyying Dayy
March 27, 2019

Registrationg Information

Ohio Municippal League

Legislative Inquires:
Kent Scarrett, Executive Director
Edward Albright, Depputyy Director
Ashleyy Brewster, Director of Communications
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AMP and DEMEC members recognized for reliability
By Michelle Palmer, P.E. - vice president of technical services
 
AMP is proud to announce that 21 of our member communities and two DEMEC member communities
received national recognition for achieving exceptional electric reliability in 2018 when they were
presented with the Certificate of Excellence in Reliability by the American Public Power Association.

  
The Certificate of Excellence is presented to communities using the eReliability Tracker with the best
reliability numbers in the country. The recognition represents each community's dedication to their
customers.
 
Please join us in congratulating the following communities:

Bryan
Coldwater
Cuyahoga Falls
Ephrata
Front Royal
Hamilton
Hillsdale
Hudson

Jackson Center
Lewes (DEMEC)
Martinsville
Minster
New Castle (DEMEC)
New Martinsville
Orrville
Paducah

Painesville
Piqua
Princeton
Versailles
Wadsworth
Wapakoneta
Yellow Springs

AMP covers the cost of a subscription to the eReliability Tracker service for all members. If you have
questions about this service or how to sign up, please contact me at mpalmer@amppartners.org.

AMP joins the Large Public Power Council
By Jolene Thompson - AMP executive vice president of member services and external affairs and OMEA
executive director
 
The AMP Board of Trustees recently approved AMP joining the Large
Public Power Council (LPPC), a trade group that represents 27 of the
largest locally governed and operated not-for-profit electric systems in
the United States. The organization, which advocates with federal
policymakers and tracks industry trend developments, works closely with
the American Public Power Association. LPPC has a number of subject matter expert working groups,
spanning government affairs, cybersecurity, communications, energy markets and tax matters, among
other important topics to public power. Participating in LPPC will provide AMP with access to an additional
forum to share ideas and best practices to the benefit of our members. AMP CEO Marc Gerken sits on
the organization's board. To learn more about LPPC, please visit www.lppc.org.

Comments on proposed changes to EPA's National Compliance
Initiatives

 By Adam Ward - vice president of environmental affairs, sustainability and energy policy
 
On Feb. 8, 2019, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed several changes to the National
Compliance Initiatives (NCI), including changing the NCI category of "Reducing Air Pollution from the
Largest Sources" from a national priority to a lesser category of "core programs." Since 1998, EPA's focus
on this NCI category has resulted in numerous power plant enforcement actions.
 



3/18/2019 AMP Update for March 15, 2019

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1111846962202&ca=cea4f33d-5c0b-4447-afa2-b62addb854a4 2/10

On March 11, 2019, AMP and OMEA submitted comments to EPA supporting
their proposal to de-emphasize the NCI Category of "Reducing Air Pollution
from the Largest Sources." 
 
For more information on either this policy change or AMP/OMEA's comments,
please contact me at 614.540.0946 or award@amppartners.org.

Charging Station Incentives: Lessons Learned
By Erin Miller - director of energy policy and sustainability

 
The Focus Forward Advisory Council and Electric Vehicle (EV) sub-group
met via Skype on March 12. There were approximately 30 participants.
 
Chris Monacelli, electric utility manager, City of Westerville and Kristian
Fenner, assistant administrator, City of Columbus, presented on the growth
of the electric vehicle market, the lack of charging infrastructure to support it
and the rebate programs their public utilities created in response.

 
There are an increasing number of new EV models available. "What do all of these options mean for
Westerville Electric Division?" asked Monacelli. "A potential for load growth, as all of these cars will need
to be charged someplace, whether at home, at work or at other public locations. An average all electric
vehicle consumes an average of 4,350 kWh's annually, that's an average of over $450 per vehicle in new
revenue."
 
Westerville Electric Division has a program to rebate commercial customers up to $4,000 for installation
of a ChargePoint Level 2 or DC Fast public or workplace electric vehicle charging station. The customer is
required to pay for the electricity, equipment, installation, maintenance and a three-year-minimum network
access charge.
 
Columbus Division of Power launched a program to rebate residential customers up to $500 for
installation of a Level 2 charger in their homes.
 
After the presentations, participants previewed screenshots of the draft DEED funded Public Power EV
Planning Toolkit and Guidebook. In addition, staff provided updates from APPA on the 2019 Public Power
Forward webinar series as well as the May 15 deadline to apply for the Smart Energy Provider program
designation.
 
The next meeting of the FFAC will be held in May. The topic will be on advanced metering infrastructure
and time-of-use rates.
 
To view slides and meeting notes, visit the Focus Forward page of the member extranet under "Focus
Forward Advisory Council Meeting Notes/Webinars" (login required).

APPA Smart Energy Provider program
By Erin Miller
 
The American Public Power Association (APPA) 2019 Smart Energy Provider program application cycle is
now open. Applications are due May 15, 2019.
 
This new program recognizes public power utilities who have demonstrated leading practices in energy
efficiency, distributed generation, environmental stewardship and renewable energy. Utilities that
successfully meet the guidelines earn a Smart Energy Provider designation.
 
Smart Energy Provider program resources:

Application
Application Guide
SEP Website

AMP staff participated in APPA's stakeholder group to create the Smart Energy Provider program. If you
have questions, please feel free to reach out to Randy Corbin at rcorbin@amppartners.org or to me at
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emiller@amppartners.org.

APPA Public Power Forward webinar series
By Erin Miller
 

Beginning March 21 and running through May 21, American Public Power
Association (APPA) is hosting five webinars to help utilities prepare for the
future and learn what other utilities are doing to take on new technologies and
new customer lifestyles.
 
The five-part series includes the following webinars, all held from 2-3:30 p.m.
You can sign up for webinars individually or register for the full series at a

discounted rate. Registration includes free access to audio recordings and slides from speakers.

March 21 - Blockchain: The Why and How for Your Utility
April 3 - Electric Vehicles: Accelerating to the Future 
April 16 - Smart Cities: Can Public Power Be an Enabler?
May 2 - Electrification: New Loads, New Challenges
May 21 - Rate Design: Changing to Meet New Needs

This webinar series is being offered as part of the APPA's Public Power Forward strategic initiative to help
members prepare for a new era in electricity. To learn more or to register, click here.
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If it feels like it has rained about every other day, your feelings are accurate. As can be seen in the chart
above, the heavy rainfall again affected hydro operations this year. The Ohio River watershed, which
includes the states circled below, has seen one of its wettest winters in more than 124 years. Kentucky
and Tennessee set all-time records for rainfall in February of 2019. February 2018 still holds the record for
sogginess in Indiana, Ohio, West Virginia and Pennsylvania. 
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Energy Market update
 By Jerry Willman - assistant vice president of energy marketing 

 
The April 2019 natural gas contract increased $0.035/MMBtu to close at $2.852 yesterday. The EIA
reported a withdrawal of 204 Bcf for the week ending March 8. Market expectations were for a withdrawal
of 209 Bcf. Yesterday's storage report was the largest March withdrawal on record. The draw brought the
total U.S. working gas supply to 1,186 Bcf, a deficit of 569 Bcf (32.4 percent) versus the five-year
average.
 
On-peak power prices for 2020 at AD Hub closed yesterday at $36.55/MWh, which decreased
$0.10/MWh for the week.

AFEC weekly update
By Jerry Willman
 
The AMP Fremont Energy Center (AFEC) was available for 2x1 operation for the week. The plant was
online for the week and Fremont's output range varied between maximum base and duct fire range. Duct
firing operated for 84 hours this week. The plant generated at a 83 percent capacity factor (based on 675
MW rating).
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Dan Cline joins AMP as circuit rider and general safety coordinator
By Michelle Palmer
 
Dan Cline joined AMP on March 11 as circuit rider and general safety
coordinator. In this position, he will serve as a trainer and technical adviser to
member communities through the Circuit Rider program, safety programs and
other special projects.
 
Prior to joining AMP, Cline served as a lineworker for member community Piqua.
He is a graduate of the Northwest Lineman College, and he has completed the
AEP Lineworker Training program and a four year certified apprenticeship
program.
 
Please join me in welcoming Dan to AMP.

Newton Falls video wins $10,000 on America's Funniest Home Videos
By Zachary Hoffman - communications and public relations specialist
 
On March 10, a video of several Newton Falls employees attempting to catch a squirrel that had invaded
their office won the top prize of $10,000 on America's Funniest Home Videos. The video, taken in 2017 by
Linda Grunder, former utility billing administrator, and submitted by Anna Musson, fiscal officer, shows
Rich Coss and Michael Harnichar from the streets and maintenance department attempting to catch the
quick little animal with an empty box. After eventually managing to catch it by hand, it quickly escapes by
leaping toward Grunder, causing her to panic behind the camera.

  
To view the video, click here.
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Classifieds
Members interested in posting classifieds in Update may send a job description with start and end
advertisement dates to zhoffman@amppartners.org. There is no charge for this service.

City of Bowling Green seeks applicants for two positions
 
Journeyman lineman
The City of Bowling Green is seeking applicants for the position of journeyman lineman. This position is
responsible for constructing, maintaining, troubleshooting and repairing the city's electrical distribution
system. Operates equipment; maintains service lines; analyzes outage situations; repairs outage
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situations; connects new customers to electrical power; maintains street lights; informs public of work.
Requirements: High school diploma or equivalent; successful completion of a lineman apprenticeship
program; Commercial Class A driver's license; three to five years of relevant experience.
 
Interested persons must complete an application packet that is available either by visiting the Personnel
Department of the City of Bowling Green at 304 N. Church St., Bowling Green, OH 43402-2399 or by
accessing the online application available at www.bgohio.org. Resumes may be included, but will not
substitute for a completed application. All completed application materials must be returned to the
Personnel Department by one of the following methods: via email to BGPersonnel@bgohio.org, via fax to
419.352.1262 or via U.S. Mail or hand-delivery to the address above. Office hours are Monday through
Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. You may reach the Personnel Department by phone at 419.354.6200.
Deadline for making application is April 5, 4:30 p.m. AA/EEO
 
Wastewater treatment plant operator
The City of Bowling Green is seeking applicants for the position of wastewater treatment plant operator.
This hourly position is responsible for oversight of the operation of the wastewater treatment plant,
ensuring effluent quality and proper/efficient plant operation. Oversees plant operations; checks
equipment; performs lab tests; monitors plant via computer and plant walk through rounds; performs
maintenance duties; operates trucks and other equipment; removes Biosolids (hauls sludge); collects
samples; attends training; prepares/maintains documentation; performs custodial tasks and other related
duties as assigned. Works both indoors and outdoors; works alone; irregular work schedules; must be
available to work shift work, weekends and holidays. High school diploma or equivalent; Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) Wastewater Treatment Certifications preferred; valid Class A
Commercial driver's license required or must be able to obtain within six months of hire; must obtain a
Class I OEPA Wastewater Treatment Certification within two years of hire; three to five years of relevant
experience. A copy of the job description will be provided to all applicants.
 
Interested persons must complete an application packet that is available either by visiting the Personnel
Department of the City of Bowling Green at 304 N. Church St., Bowling Green, OH 43402-2399 or by
accessing the online application available at www.bgohio.org. Resumes may be included, but will not
substitute for a completed application. All completed application materials must be returned to the
Personnel Department by one of the following methods: via email to BGPersonnel@bgohio.org, via fax to
419.352.1262 or via U.S. Mail or hand-delivery to the address above. Office hours are Monday through
Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. You may reach the Personnel Department by phone at 419.354.6200.
Deadline for making application is April 5, 4:30 p.m. AA/EEO

City of Bryan seeks applicants for IT technician/help desk support
 
The City of Bryan is seeking applicants for the position of IT technician/help desk support. Under the
direction of the communications superintendent, this position provides technical support of desktop
computers, applications and related technology; troubleshoots, identifies, researches and resolves
technical problems; documents, tracks and monitors problems to ensure a timely resolution. Also
performs a variety of maintenance, software and hardware installation, and training tasks to ensure end-
user workstations and network performance meet utilities and user requirements.

  
Position requires an associate's degree in technical field; five to seven years of experience in the field or
a related technical area; or an equivalent combination of education and experience which provides the
knowledge, skills and abilities needed to perform essential functions of the position. Applicants must have
a valid driver's license. A full job description may be downloaded
at www.cityofbryan.net/employment. Please submit resume to Bryan Municipal Utilities, 841 E. Edgerton
St., Bryan, OH 43506; or email to humanresources@cityofbryan.com or apply in person between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

City of Painesville seeks applicants for two positions
 
Water superintendent
The City of Painesville is seeking a qualified individual to fill the position of water superintendent,
supervising the departments of Water Treatment Plant and Water Distribution. Salary range depends on
qualifications. Position is responsible for a full range of supervisory, professional and administrative work
in the direction of the municipal water distribution system and water treatment plant. Duties are highly
specialized and require considerable independent discretion and adherence to city and state policies,
rules and regulations.
 
Candidate must possess a high school diploma or equivalent, valid Class IV Operator Water Supply
Certificate from the Ohio EPA. Five years of progressively more responsible work experience in water
system management and operation preferred. Submit resume, work-related references and salary history
to Human Resources, City of Painesville, P.O. Box 601, Painesville, OH 44077-0601 or email to
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hr@painesville.com. For full position description, please visit www.painesville.com. EOE, drug and
alcohol-free workplace.

  
Maintenance worker II
The City of Painesville is seeking a qualified individual to fill the position of water superintendent, working
on the Public Works team. Starting pay begins at $17.76 per hour. Position is responsible for installation
and maintenance of water mains and service lines, water meters and fire hydrants, sewer mains and
service lines, manholes and catch basins. Operates a motor roller, sewer jet machines, sewer rodder
machines, small and large excavators, wheel loaders, dozers, backhoes and other vehicles and
machinery. Repairs asphalt, concrete, gravel and dirt surfaced streets, and more.
 
Candidate must possess a high school diploma or equivalent and a valid Ohio driver's license with the
ability to attain a commercial driver's license within one year of hire. Must have experience in a
construction and maintenance work relating to the area of assignment, including experience in the
operation of automotive equipment. Different combination of education and experience my be deemed
equivalent. Submit resume and work-related references to Human Resources, City of Painesville, P.O.
Box 601, Painesville, OH 44077-0601 or email to hr@painesville.com. For full position description, please
visit www.painesville.com. EOE, drug and alcohol-free workplace.

Borough of Ephrata seeks applicants for electric engineer
 
The Borough of Ephrata is seeking applicants for the position of electric engineer. Ephrata is located
within one to two hours of three major cities: Philadelphia, Baltimore and New York. The Borough has
approximately 6,600 meters in a service area of 3.4 square miles. This position provides technical
supervision, planning, organizing and direction of functions in the operation and maintenance of the
electrical distribution system. Some of the duties include providing technical assistance in the design,
engineering, sizing, selection and maintenance of electric distribution components; providing guidance for
the maintenance, operation and construction of the electric distribution system and substations to ensure
system reliability and the availability of energy supply to all customers; recommending and
implementing improvements to operating distribution system and equipment to ensure system reliability is
maintained and losses are minimized. Must have a demonstrated ability to use Outlook, Word and Excel
proficiently; ability to communicate effectively with employees, customers, government agencies, union
leaders, council and board members. Prior responsibility for maintenance of process equipment,
upgrading technology and a working knowledge of electrical distribution systems and components is
highly desirable.

  
Graduates of a four-year electrical engineering program with an emphasis on power engineering
preferred. Willing to consider graduate engineering program, however, experience in the operations and
maintenance of electric distribution is preferred. The Borough offers an attractive wage, comprehensive
benefit package and a workplace with an emphasis on quality and teamwork. To apply, complete an
application at the Borough offices or send a resume to: Human Resources Department, Borough of
Ephrata, 124 S. State St., Ephrata, PA 17522 or skramer@ephrataboro.org. View job openings at
www.ephrataboro.org. For a full job description, click here.

City of Cuyahoga Falls seeks applicants for two positions
 
Apprentice lineman
The City of Cuyahoga Falls Civil Service Commission will hold an open examination for the position of
apprentice lineman on March 27 at 6:00 p.m. Starting pay is $18.46 per hour with up to $38.45 per hour
as a top lineman. Non-smoking environment. Visit www.cityofcf.com for details. Applications must be
postmarked March 19, 2019. Non-refundable application processing fee: $25 cash or money order due
with application (no personal checks). EEO/ADA
 
Lineman Class A
The City of Cuyahoga Falls Civil Service Commission will hold an open examination for Lineman Class A
on April 4 at 6:00 PM. Starting pay is $32.25 per hour and up to $38.45 per hour as a top lineman. Three
years of lineman experience required. Non-smoking environment. Visit www.cityofcf.com for
details. Applications must be postmarked March 26, 2019.  Non-refundable application processing fee:
$25 cash or money order due with application (no personal checks).  EEO/ADA

City of Milford seeks applicants for electric superintendent
 
The City of Milford Public Works Department is seeking applicants for the position of electric
superintendent. The electric superintendent oversees the overall operations of the city's electric system
that serves approximately 7,500 homes and businesses from two substations in an approximately 12
square mile service territory, covering all of Milford and portions of unincorporated areas of Kent and
Sussex Counties. The system peaks at just over 46,000 MW and delivers over 225 million kWh annually.
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The electric superintendent supervises approximately 10 employees and is responsible for construction,
maintenance and design of the distribution system, including substation operations and maintenance.
Electricity is purchased in bulk from the Delaware Municipal Electric Corporation. Work is performed
under the general supervision of the public works director.
 
The city is seeking applicants with a bachelor degree in electrical engineering (preferred) or a related field
with at least five years of experience; or 10 years of experience in the electric utility industry with
considerable supervisory and management experience may be substituted for a degree; or any
combination of education and experience equivalent to the requirements. Possession of a valid Delaware
vehicle operator's license and Class B CDL (minimum - within one year of the date of hire) is required.
 
Salary range: $84,136-$107,681.60 based on qualifications and experience.
 
To apply: Click here and attach your resume.
 
The position will remain open until filled.

Opportunities available at AMP
 
AMP is seeking applicants for the following positions:
 
Vice president of finance
 
Manager of marketing/member relations
 
For complete job descriptions, please visit the AMP careers page.

American Municipal Power, Inc.

STAY CONNECTED
  

                  
         

 www.amppartners.org
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