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Oct. 25, 2019

October Board meeting update
By Marc Gerken, P.E. - President/CEO
 
The AMP Board of Trustees held its monthly meeting, Oct. 17. Below is a brief, high-level update of the
meeting
 

Member services
At their October meeting, the AMP Board voted to provide sponsorship funding for AMP members
for the 2020 APPA Lineworker Rodeo and Light Up Navajo II efforts, which are in the planning
stages. With respect to the APPA Lineworker Rodeo, AMP members who participated in AMP's
2019 Rodeo will be eligible to receive funding to help offset travel costs to attend and compete at
APPA's Rodeo in Kansas City, Mo. on April 17-18.
 
The Board also heard a moving presentation from Kimberly Schlitching, DEMEC COO and SVP
of Operations and Power Supply, about the experiences she and the DEMEC member crews had
while participating in APPA's inaugural Light Up Navajo effort earlier this year. AMP members
from Painesville, Piqua and Wadsworth also volunteered and found the special mutual aid call an
extremely rewarding experience. Schlitching presented photos and video and spoke about the
interactions with the Navajo residents whose homes were electrified.
 
The Navajo Tribal Utility Authority (NTUA) partnered with APPA to create a pioneering project to
connect the homes of Navajo families to the electric grid. The pilot project was called Light Up
Navajo and held from late March to Mid-May 2019. Through the effort, 233 Navajo families
gained access to electricity. An estimated 15,000 Navajo families are still without basic electricity.
Thanks to the successful pilot project, APPA and NTUA now have a blueprint for connecting
homes at an expedited pace. Details are being finalized for the 2020 efforts and AMP looks
forward to supporting its members who would like to volunteer. More details will be forthcoming
on both efforts. In the meantime, please contact Michelle Palmer or Scott McKenzie at AMP if you
are interested.
 
The AMP Board also received regular monthly reports on other member programs, state and
federal legislative developments, and Efficiency Smart subscription efforts.
 
Power supply and generation projects



AFEC - AFEC generated at a 68 percent capacity factor for the month of September. The facility
was removed from service during the early morning on Oct. 12 for a planned maintenance outage
and is scheduled to return to service on Nov. 25. CT1 received a major overhaul with a GTOP
installation and new exhaust cylinder installation, and there was an electrical generator rotor
removal and inspection on CT's and steam turbine.

Prairie State - Unit 1 returned to service Oct. 7, three days ahead of schedule, after completion
of the planned fall maintenance outage. 

Hydro - For the month of September, Greenup generated slightly above expectations, while other
hydros were below projections due to low-flow river conditions.

                       
Finance
The AMP Board passed resolutions approving the 2020 AMP Operating budgets. These budgets
were reviewed with the project participants and general membership during the September
conference.

           
If you have any questions or need additional information about the Board meeting, please contact me
at mgerken@amppartners.org or 614.540.1111.

Penelec and MetEd energy transmission rate to see another large
jump in 2020
By Mike Migliore - vice president of power supply planning

The 2020 transmission rate for the Penelec and MetEd zones was filed by their owner, FirstEnergy, last
week. The base network rate will rise on Jan. 1, 2020, from $2.40 per kW-month to $3.09 per kW-month,
which is a 29 percent increase. This inflation comes on the heels of a 10 percent bump last year. Most of
the change comes from the continued expansion of the transmission system of Penelec, MetEd and
Jersey Central Power & Light, which has increased in value by 29 percent since 2018.

ATSI to see 4.3 percent transmission rate increase for 2020
By Mike Migliore

On Oct. 15, American Transmission System, Inc. (ATSI, FirstEnergy zone) filed its transmission rate for
2020. The base transmission rate will increase from $4.58 kW-month to $4.78 kW-month. This rate will be
in place for the January 2020 to December 2020 billing period. The increase would have been 7 percent if
not for a credit from 2018 for the decrease in the Federal Income Tax rate. Although the transmission rate
will rise, members will see only a modest increase in total transmission costs due to an average 3.5
percent decrease in ATSI member 2020 1 CPs compared to 2019. The 3.5 percent is better than the
overall FirstEnergy decrease of only 2.0 percent thanks to the peak shaving efforts during the summer by
AMP and members. FirstEnergy's 2020 1 CP was set on July 19, from 3 to 4 p.m.

U.S. Department of Commerce EDA issues NOFO
By Alexis Fitzsimmons - director of economic and business development

The U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) published the FY 2020 Public Works and
Economic Adjustment Assistance Programs (PWEAA) Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO).

Under this NOFO, EDA solicits applications for construction, non-construction, planning, technical
assistance and revolving loan fund projects under EDA's Public Works program and Economic
Adjustment Assistance (EAA) program, which includes assistance to coal communities.

EDA awards made under these programs are designed to leverage existing regional assets and support
the implementation of economic development strategies that advance new ideas and creative approaches
to advance economic prosperity in distressed communities, including those negatively impacted by
changes to the coal economy.



Projects funded by these programs will support work in Opportunity Zones
and will support the mission of the department.

There are no submission deadlines under this opportunity, and applications
will be accepted on an ongoing basis until the publication of a new PWEAA
NOFO. Awards will be in the range of $100,000-$3,000,000. City and
township governments are included in the listing of eligible entities.

For more information on eligibility and the application process, visit
www.grants.gov.

APPA and Nissan extend offer on EV rebates for Public Power
through Jan. 2, 2020
By Erin Miller - director of energy policy and sustainability

The American Public Power Association (APPA) and Nissan have extended the rebate offer to member
utilities, employees and their customers on the all-electric 2019 Nissan LEAF. Employees and customers
are eligible for a rebate of $3,500 on the Nissan LEAF 40 kWh Standard and $2,500 on the Nissan LEAF
62 kWh ePlus. Public power utility fleet vehicle purchases are eligible for a deeper rebate (potentially up
to $5,000) on the Nissan LEAF 40 kWH only.
 
For details on how to claim the public power rebate and for materials to help you promote the rebate, your
own electric vehicle incentives and programs, and explain the benefits of EVs to your customers visit
PublicPower.org/EVRebates.
 
All rebates expire Jan. 2, 2020.

Comments on proposed Water Quality Certification Rule
By Adam Ward - vice president of environmental affairs, sustainability and energy policy

On Aug. 22, 2019, the EPA proposed significant changes to the rules that states
are required to follow for issuing water quality certifications for federal projects.
These rules limit the scope and timing of the state certification process, and if
finalized would provide additional certainty to owners and operators of federally-
regulated facilities.
 
On Oct. 21, 2019, AMP submitted comments to the EPA supporting this new rule.
The rule would provide more certainty for AMP and member hydropower assets
during the re-licensing process, and potentially reduce the time it takes to re-
license projects.
 
For more information on this rule or comments, please contact me at 614.540.0946 or
award@amppartners.org.

Monica Irelan Dupee named Outstanding Leader in Revitalization by
Heritage Ohio
By Holly Karg - director of media relations and communications

On Oct. 22, Monica Irelan Dupee was named the 2019 Outstanding Leader in Revitalization by Ohio
Heritage at their Annual Preservation and Revitalization Awards ceremony. Ohio Heritage is the state's
official historic preservation and Main Street organization, and the award is intended to honor those public
servants who are dedicated to revitalizing their downtowns and inspiring community-wide support for their
future.

Monica was chosen for this award for her efforts to create a greater sense of community in Painesville
and to create a better perception of the city, and her efforts in the Main Street program.



"Many individuals were considered for this award," said Joyce Barrett,
executive director of Heritage Ohio, but the leadership Monica has shown
in Painesville really stands out."

Please join us in congratulating Monica on this well-deserved honor. To
learn more about the award or Heritage Ohio, click here.

AMP announces promotions; Blair named vice president
By Marcy Steckman - senior vice president of finance/CFO

AMP is pleased to announce that Andrew Blair has been promoted to vice
president of financial planning and analysis. In his new role, he will oversee the
operations of the debt management and power settlement groups, and will also
be responsible for coordinating the development of annual budgets for all AMP
projects and business activities.
 
Blair joined AMP in 1987 as a power dispatcher and has worked in operations
and engineering, including at the Richard H. Gorsuch Generating Station.
Blair's 30-year career with AMP spans various positions and disciplines. He
was promoted to assistance vice president of financial planning and analysis in
2013.
 
"Andy is an integral part of the AMP finance team," said Marcy Steckman, senior vice president of finance
and CFO. "His vast experience and leadership will continue to contribute greatly as AMP advances
member services and tackles challenges of an ever-changing industry."

 
Blair holds a bachelor's degree in electrical engineering from Ohio University. He
is the 2015 recipient of AMP's DNA Award.
 
AMP also promoted Tom Sillasen to assistant vice president of energy
accounting and reporting. Sillasen joined AMP in 2008 as member finance and
accounting analyst after previously working for the City of Columbus Department
of Taxation. Sillasen moved to the Energy Settlement Operations department in
2010. He holds a bachelor's degree in business administration from The Ohio
State University and a master's degree in business administration from Capital
University.

Energy market update
By Jerry Willman - assistant vice president of energy marketing

The November 2019 natural gas contract increased $0.034/MMBtu to close at $2.316 yesterday. The EIA
reported an injection of 87 Bcf for the week ending Oct. 18, which was slightly below market expectations
of 88 Bcf. The year-ago injection was 62 Bcf. The build compares with the five-year average of +73 Bcf.
The injection brought total U.S. working gas supply to 3.606 Tcf, a surplus of one percent versus the five-
year average and 17 percent above a year ago. The injection season running total of 2,499 Bcf is much
larger than the five-year average of +1,943.
 
On-peak power prices for 2020 at AD Hub closed yesterday at $34.12/MWh, which decreased
$0.03/MWh for the week.



AFEC weekly update
By Jerry Willman

The AMP Fremont Energy Center (AFEC) remained offline this week for planned maintenance.

Allgire, Deeter and Portale presented with Hard Hat Safety Awards
By Jim Eberly - safety/OSHA compliance coordinator

Jerrame Allgire, electric superintendent for the Village of Bradner, Mike Deeter, journeyman lineworker for
the City of Tipp City, and James Portale, lineworker for the City of Niles, were presented with Hard Hat
Safety Awards this week. Allgire, Deeter and Portale were all selected for these awards because of their
excellent commitment to safety in the workplace.

Please join me in congratulating Jerrame, Mike and James on these well-deserved awards.

Jerrame Allgire (left) is presented with
his Hard Hat Safety Award.

Mike Deeter (right) is presented with his
Hard Hat Safety Award.

James Portale (right) is presented with
his Hard Hat Safety Award.

Security tip - Post-its are not for passwords
By Jared Price - vice president of information technology and CTO

Do you keep a login and password written down on a Post-it or piece of paper near your desk? If so, you
should get rid of it by following your company's sensitive document disposal policy.

If your company does not have such a policy, you should use a paper shredder to dispose of the Post-
it. Do not simply place the Post-it in the trash.



While it may be tough to remember a login and password for all of
the sites and portals you belong to, writing the passwords down on a
piece of paper, or keeping them in an unsecured document on your
computer, is a bad habit to have.

Writing down passwords like this can put you and your entire
company at risk. Try to use passwords that are easy for you to
remember, but hard for others to guess.
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